
Dear Aurora Highlands Community Members –  
 
I would like to thank those of you who took the time to respond to our survey regarding the Accessory 
Dwelling Unit (ADU) Initiative.  We received 44 responses and a large number of them included 
extensive well thought out comments.  I believe this survey highlights the need for a county-wide 
education effort and enhanced public comment process leading up to a county-wide referendum on this 
issue.   
 
Overall respondents believe that their neighborhood is a balanced mix of owner-occupied and 
rental/ADUs but this survey highlights the concern that the ADU initiative will upset that balance.  One 
person threatened to move out of Arlington if this initiative is enacted.  There are concerns about parking, 
and increased density.  Most respondents had heard of the ADU initiative but less than half felt 
sufficiently educated on the issue or understood the timeline to approval.  All but four of the respondents 
felt this should go through a county-wide referendum.  There is concern about how the county will 
enforce the regulations and that there will be abuse of the system. 
 
Most comments acknowledge that issues such as affordable housing, aging-in-place and live-in child care 
help are relevant but do not believe that this initiative will address those issues but rather will lead to 
increased density, further parking problems and deterioration of our neighborhood and others in 
Arlington.  There is a sense that the county has not been straightforward regarding this initiative and 
skepticism regarding motivation.  Even supporters raised concerns about how the initiative is drafted and 
how the public comment process has been managed.   
 
On key a few questions, here is the breakdown (all question totals and a few key comments follow 
the first page): 
 
Would this ADU initiative be economically beneficial to your family and/or family members?  
Yes     No  Don’t know  Possible  NA 
2     38  1   1  1 
      
Would you like to have the right to have a secondary unit under the new proposed guidelines   
for ADUs? 
Yes     No  Don’t Know  NA 
10      30  3   1  
 
If this initiative is approved, do you support ADUs within existing and/or expanded homes? 
Yes     No  Don’t Know  NA 
9      27  1   5  
 
If this initiative is approved, do you support stand alone ADUs?      
Yes     No  Don’t Know    
14     28  2  
 
If this initiative is approved, do you believe the annual inspection requirement (as proposed thru May 1, 2008) 
of the ADU and primary units will be sufficient to confirm continuing compliance? 
Yes     No  Don’t Know NA 
7     31  3  3 
 
Bruce Cameron 
President, Aurora Highlands Civic Association (AHCA)  
716 S 21st Street (Cell 703-795-6575) 



 
Have you heard of the Accessory Dwelling Unit Initiative and/or ADUs initiative? Yes 42  No 2  
 
Do you feel you are sufficiently educated on the ADU Initiative and its evolution since Yes 17 No 26 
it was brought into the public process as of January 2008 through May 2, 2008?  
 
Do you understand timeline as laid out by county staff for this to move through County  Yes 15  No 28 NA 1 
Board Approval? 
 
Do you believe this initiative, if it continues moving forward, should go through a county Yes 40 No 2 NA 2 
wide referendum step rather than rely on County Board approval as the final step? 
 
Do you understand which lots will and will not be eligible within AHCA (and ARCA)  Yes 14  No 29 NA 1 
for official ADUs (given proposed guidelines as of May 1, 2008)? 
 
Do you understand how parking guidelines will be dealt with if this initiative is passed?  Yes 13  No 30 NA 1 
 
Do you understand the incremental nature of the parking guidelines per block or street? Yes 14 No 28 NA 2 
      
If so, do you believe that all property owners will have equal rights to an ADU (if  Yes 7  No 14 
initiative passes) based on this incremental standard regarding parking impact on any street or 
block? 
 
Do you know which neighborhoods county staff assumes will be most impacted, if this Yes 3   No 31 
 initiative is passed? 
 
Do you have a good understanding of what are currently considered legal and illegal Yes 15  No 29 
ADUs within residential neighborhoods? 
 
Are you aware of proposed guidelines on how existing illegal ADUs, if this initiative is  Yes 8  No 36 
enacted, will be dealt with by the county?  
 
Whether legal or illegal, are there ADUs on your block or within your immediate area on  Yes 35 No 5 DN 3 NA 1 
your street? 
 
If so, what percent of homes on your block would you estimate have secondary units (if you   
live on a long street, consider the closest 20 homes around you)? Note:  The question was poorly worded, it was 
suppose to ask how many rental properties and ADUs already exist on your block/street. 
• 25%   10%   20%  5% 
• 4    3 houses  5%  5% 
• 0 (I think)   4 of 17 – 25%  15%  50% 
• 1    3   30%  5% 
• 5-10%   50%   10-15%  1 house 
• 2 units   40%   40%  14 of 22 
• 20%   20%   10%  25-30% 
• 3    5 
 
Do you feel our neighborhood is currently in balance between owner occupied and Yes 21 No 19 NA 3 DK 1 
rental properties (including existing legal or illegal ADUs)? 

• Too many rentals 
• Whatever in balance means – too many rental unites 30% 



• Biased silly question.  There could be more adus 
 
If the ADU initiative is passed, are you comfortable that our neighborhood will still be in  Yes 5  No 36 NA 2 DK 2   
balance regarding question above? 
 
Do feel your immediate block or cluster of 20 homes is a good balance of owner occupied Yes 19 No 24 NA 1 
and rental properties (including existing legal or illegal ADUs)? 

• Too many rentals 
 
If the ADU initiative is passed, are you comfortable that your immediate area will still be in Yes  6 No  34 DK 2 NA 2 
balance regarding above question? 
 
In your opinion, is the county currently able to keep up with egregious violators of the  Yes 4  No 37 NA 3 
existing housing code and policy when it comes to secondary units and rental properties? 
 
In your opinion, if this initiative is passed, will the county be able to keep up with egregious  Yes 3 No 39 NA 1 DN 1 
violators under the new standards? 
 
Would this ADU initiative be economically beneficial to your family and/or family members?  
Yes     No  Don’t know  Possible  NA 
2     38  1   1  1 
      
Would you like to have the right to have a secondary unit under the new proposed guidelines   
for ADUs? 
Yes     No  Don’t Know  NA 
10      30  3   1  
 
If this initiative is approved, do you support ADUs within existing and/or expanded homes? 
Yes     No  Don’t Know  NA 
9      27  1   5  
 
If this initiative is approved, do you support stand alone ADUs?      
Yes     No  Don’t Know    
14     28  2  
 
If this initiative is approved, do you believe the annual inspection requirement (as proposed thru May 1, 2008) of the 
ADU and primary units will be sufficient to confirm continuing  
compliance? 
Yes     No  Don’t Know NA 
7     31  3  3 
 
 
Comments (this is condensed and summarized from 6 pages of comments) 
• Parking – many people raised parking as an issue and asked how this plan would address this 

issue.   
• County history of not keeping commitments.  In addition, there is a perception that the county 

has already made this decision and is consulting residents as an afterthought.   We are 
outraged that the county is trying to sneak this rezoning through without a proper public 
debate and vote. 



• Some feel this initiative will destroy many neighborhoods.  We bought our home in 2005 
because we wanted to live in a neighborhood of single family homes.  This initiative will 
destroy the character of the neighborhood and lower property values.   

• Enforcement of Current Zoning regulations – Survey comments indicate people do not 
believe there is sufficient enforcement of existing zoning regulations and this initiative 
would be abused.  Comments on Survey Questions 

 
• Even supporters have concerns - Overall, the ADU Initiative has our conditional support. As strong 

believers in individual property rights and more compact development in areas with access to viable 
public transportation we believe the ADU Initiative has the potential to be good public policy. 
However, we are also very strong believers in open, transparent, and democratic government 
processes and fully support the final approval of the ADU Initiative through a county-wide 
referendum process. 

• The attendant increase in population and vehicles would be a basic change to the 
neighborhood environment. 

 


