Aurora Highlands Civic Association seeksyour opinion on
Accesory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Initiative

44 regponses5/31

Have you heardof the Accessory Dwelling Unit Initiative and/or ADUs initiative?
Yes No
XXXXX XX
XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XX

Do you feel you are sufficierntly educatedon the ADU Initiative and its evolution since
it wasbrought into the public process asof January 2008 through May 2, 2008?

Yes No Y&N
XXXXX XXXXX X
XXXXX XXXXX
XXXXX XXXXX
XX XXXXX

XXXXX

X
Commerts.

¥ Changing Bhow canwe be educated about the lated plan

Do you undergand timeline aslaid out by county staff for this to move through County

Board Approval?
Yes No NA
XXXXX XXXXX X
XXXXX XXXXX
XXXXX XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXX

Do you believe thisinitiative, if it continuesmoving forward, should go through a county
wide refererdum steprather thanrely on County Board approval asthe final step?
Yes No NA

XXXXX XX XX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

XXXXX

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No



Do you undergand which lots will and will not be eligible within AHCA (anrd ARCA)

for offi cial ADUs (givenproposed guidelinesasof May 1, 2008)?

Yes
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXX

¥ Rumorsonly

Do you undergand how parking guidelineswill be deak with if thisinitiative is passed?

Yes
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXX

¥ joke

Do you undergand the incremertal nature of the parking guidelinesper block or street?

Yes
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXX

If so, do you believe thatall property owners will have equal rightsto an ADU (if
initiative passe9 basdon thisincremertal standard regardng parking impacton ary streetor

block?
Yes
XXXXX
XX

¥ Huh?

Do you know which neighborhoods county staff assumeswill be most impacted if this

initiative is passed?
Yes
XXX

No
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXX

No
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXX

No

XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX

No
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXX

No

XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX

NA
X

NA
X

No Answer
XX

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No



Do you have agood underganding of whatare currertly consideredlegal ard illegal ADUs Yes No
within reddertial neighborhoods?

Yes No
XXXXX XXXXX
XXXXX XXXXX
XXXXX XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXX
Areyou aware of proposedguidelineson how existing illegal ADUs, if thisinitiativeis Yes No
eracked will be deak with by the county?
Yes No
XXXXX XXXXX
XXX XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
X

¥ They neverdeal with the OLD illegals! ~
¥ County doesOtdeal with whatis going on now. County doesnOthave enough staff or

inspecbrs
¥ | needto getsmarter on this. Thisis CRITICAL Bwhetheror not ADUs get
approved
Whetherlegal or illegal, are there ADUs on your block or within your immedate areaon Yes No
your streef?
Yes No DonOKnow NA
XXXXX XXXXX XXX X
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX

If so, what percert of homeson your block would you egimate have secondary units (if you
live on along street, considerthe closes 20 homesaround you)? Note: The quegion was poorly worded, it was
suppose to ask how many rertal propertiesand ADUs already exist on your block/street

¥ 25% 10% 20% 5%

¥ 4 3 houses 5% 5%

¥ 0(Ithink) 4 of 17 BD25% 15% 50%

¥ 1 3 30% 5%

¥ 5-10% 50% 10-15% 1 house
¥ 2units 40% 40% 14 of 22
¥ 20% 20% 10% 25-30%
¥ 3 5



Do you feel our neighborhood is currertly in balance betweenowner occupiedand rertal Yes
properties(including existing lecal or illegal ADUs)?

Yes No NA DK

XXXXX XXXXX XXX X

XXXXX XXXXX

XXXXX XXXXX

XXXXX XXXX

X

¥ Too mary renals
¥ Whatever in balance mears Btoo mary rental unites30%
¥ Biasdsilly quedion. There could be more adus

If the ADU initiative is passed are you comfortable that our neighborhood will still bein Yes
balance regardng quegion above?
Yes No NA DK
XXXXX XXXXX XX X
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX

¥ WorseBbmorerental units

Do feel your immedate block or cluster of 20 homesis a good balance of owner occupied Yes
and rental properties(including existing legal or illegal ADUSs)?
Yes No NA
XXXXX XXXXX X
XXXXX XXXXX
XXXXX XXXXX
XXXX XXXXX
XXXX

¥ Too mary renals
¥ Condo but still germane

If the ADU initiative is passed are you comfortatle that your immedate area will still bein Yes
balance regardng above quedion?
Yes No DonOKnow NA
XXXXX XXXXX XX XX
X XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX

XXXX

No

No

No

No



In your opinion, isthe county currently able to keepup with egregous violators of the
existing housing code and policy whenit comesto secondary units and rertal properties?

Yes
XXXX

¥ Hell no
¥ Why isthisrelevant?

No

XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XX

NA
XXX

In your opinion, if thisinitiativeis passed, will the county be alle to keepup with egregous

violators under the new standards?
Yes
XXX

¥ Hell no

No
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXX

NA DK

Would this ADU initiative be ecanomically berefi cial to your family and/or family memters?

Yes
XX

¥ If thisis passed we will move out of area

No
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXX

DonOknow Possible
X X

Would you like to have the right to have a secandary unit under the new proposed guidelines

for ADUS?
Yes
XXXXX
XXXX

No

XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX

DonOKnow NA
XXXX X

Yes

Yes

Yes
NA
XX

Yes

No

No

No

No



If thisinitiative is approved, do you support ADUs within existing and/or expardedhomes?

Yes No
Yes No DonOK now NA
XXXXX XXXXX X XX
XXXX XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XX
If thisinitiative is approved, do you support stand alone ADUS? Yes
Yes No DonOKnow
XXXXX XXXXX XX
XXXXX XXXXX
XXXX XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXX
¥ Huh?
If thisinitiative is approved, do you believe the amual inspecion requiremert (asproposed Yes
thru May 1, 2008) of the ADU and primary units will be suffi ciert to confirm continuing
compliance?
Yes No DonOKnow  NA
XXXXX XXXXX XXX XXX
XX XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
XXXXX
X

¥ | donOthink itOsaworkable ideato begn with

Would you like to add specific writtencommerts or opinions to be passed onto county staff? Yes
If so, pleae fill in here and include.

1
¥ It would be nice to have something in writing defining ADU, comparing it to currert
zoning rulesand explaining what, if anything the plandoesto prevern evenworse
parking problemsthan we already have. At times16" streetis almost aparking lot,
with ever space on both sidesof the streettakenand making the roadone lare.
3

¥ After having readvarious documerts on the county website, | cansee advartagesto
this proposal of which | waspreviously unaware (e g. carefor elderly, revenue for
elderly). | am still, however, skeptical about this proposal. My
concerng/reservations:
o Our neighborhoodOsxperience with the adacert softball fi elds shows that
the county will evertually renege on agreemerts (to wit, evening curfew)

No

No

No



0 My experiercein dealing with the parks departmert on athletic field issues
and with the zoning and childcare staff (on in Bhouse child carefacilitieg is
that staff are biasedtowardtheir professional field and constituerts. | fear
sameis so with housing.

o | donot believe that county inspecion and follow through canbe reliedon to
ersure adchererce to the provisions of proposed ADU.

o Whatwill happenwhenthe couple occupying one of these dwellings hasa
baby? Or whenasingle person mariessomeme with achild? Will they be
kickedout? | donOthink so.

o Parking in this neighborhood is a problembecause of the ball fields and
rertal houseswith several car owners | do not wart to seethis situation
mack worse.

0 One unit per thousard doesnOsound so bad. But that seemsto be a
minimum. Whatwould be the limit per neighborhood or block or per
thousand be? Now? Later?

o | worry about disruptions to the neighborhood introducedthrough loud
music, clustersof disruptive visitors, junk carsand people working on carsat
what should be quiet hours and so on.. Regettally, these have been
problemson our block. | realizethat aceessory units will not necesarily
reault in such conditions, but it doesseemto me thatthey will increa® the
likelihood of such disruptions.

In my opinion the county is acing asanadvocat rather thanan honeg broker.
Having decided ADUs are good, they have set out to convincea community rather
thanlistenand inform. Too few resdents know of thisinitiative,and thos who do,
must wade through a mountain of paper and hours of meetngs asneighbors point out
obvious flaws and omissions, and the county issuesupdates Lackof affordake
housing is aseriousissue. ADUs have direct impacton our neighborhoods. The
county hasNOT shown leacership in honedly approaching either issue.

Not enough information hasbeenprovidedasto pros/cons. Whatis motivation? If
low income housing DNIMBY! Thisis amiddle class single family neighborhood
w/afew small apartmert houses Keepit that way!

There areafew ADUs within 2 blocks of here. None are low incomelow rert.

Most City Councils spend a greatdeal of money to try and stahilizetheir
neighborhoods under their control. Thisisthe first time IO seena council try to
degroy some. 10edlivedin ? and Washington, DC and IO never seenanything like
thisbefore. If ADU werein Arlington 30 yearsago | would not have movedin. Can
you imagne ayoung couple spending $600,000 to live in this mes?

| think the county board originatedthis proposal and warts to force it on resdentsin
orderto buy votesfrom who it seesasbereficial for their reelection

County boardis moving toward making Arlington into another Manhattan

| do not believe thereis a housing shortage in Arlington



13

14

15

18

19

20

The parking issue is aserious one. We alread/ carDpark on the streetif we arenot
parkedthere by 7:00am. The block we are on and the next block weg is also full. If
more units wereadded, we could never park on the street.

We bought our homein 2005 because we wartedto live in a neighborhood of single
family homes Thisinitiative will degroy the characer of the neighborhood and
lower property values Those who wart to live in aneighborhood full of rertal units
should move to one, not ruin the defining characteristics of a neighborhood that the
magority of resdertsvalue. We areoutragedthat the county is trying to sneakthis
rezaning through without a proper public debate and vote.

The countyOgosition that ADUs will provide affordahl e housing is disingenuous.
Whenl first movedto Arlington 10 yearsago, | lived nearBuckingham Village
whose terarts were displacedfor a developerOsondo/townhouse project.
Buckinghamis not anisolated example. There hasbeen woefully little public
notificaion of this proposal, and | wasunaware of it until it washighlighted by the
civic association. Au pair and agng-in-placeconcerrs canbe relvedin ways other
than converting single-family neighborhoods into high-dersity rertal areas My
husband and | choseto inved in Sauth Arlington becaise we were charmedby our
lovely neighborhood (Aurora Hills). ThereOsothing charming about ADU units
popping up all overanalready dersely popul ated neighborhood.

Plea think, planand proceedwith the LONG TERM in mind and contrary to
present day short-term/stop gap mamerjust to try to solve the maost pressing
problems

The current reverue shortfalls werehighly predctabein thisand marny other
area#towns, cities counties states national. Donf)go into panic mode asthese
actionsimplementedin panc mode will with certainty have regettable outcomes
down the road.

Stay on track with the thought out long termplaming that hasreaultedin the high
quality of life we enjoy in Arlington today.

Arlington inspectbors have repeaedy takena position of ignoring or siding with the
private property ownerson code non-compliance issues | have no confidencethat
they would erforce AD rules Currently we evenhave condominiumsand
apartmens whereover-occuyparcy is rampant and we are told nothing canbe done
about it. | would not wart to go through the expense of creating an AD or deaing
with the issuesof evicting someone from an AD whichisawhole differert
dimersion. Serior citizers who find themselvesneedng assistance usually will seek
visiting home care specialists, assistedliving or nursing homes

IOmacwally quite concerredabout the proposed AUD units. | movedto this
neighborhood specifically because there werefew rerters. | have list almost my
ertirelife in rerntal units and | know that having a high percerage of rertals
signifi cartly changesthe character of the neighborhood. The rertersin my
neighborhood show much less concernfor property upkeepand neighborhood
concerrs than home owners
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Stand alone rertal unit will causefilling in of greenspacein years moretrash and
noise in the neighborhood, and problemswith parking (despite the planto increas
the number of parking spaces)

| am strongly opposedto the proposal and would like to seeit put to a referendum of
votersbefore initiation. For further contacts, | canbe contactedat mbress@ad.com

Pleag DROP this unaccepah e trashing and downgrad ng of our neighborhoods. |
livein alovely but densely populated neighborhood. Adding density will move the
areatoward being aninner city slum.

Thereis alread/ enough density in Sauth Arlington and putting these ADUs in the
county would be aterribleidea! | could list 100 reasons = if you wart them. Please
note: | will work tirelessly against the election of any board member who votesfor
thisinitiative.

It is my opinion thatthisinitiative is not aimedatthe elder caresituation asmuch as
it istoward reducing housing costs for immigrarts

Preending thisis for elder care is disingeruous. Rather it cakrsto evenmoreilleal,
overcrovded dwellings that will not be adequately policedand the rulesarenOt
erforcednow and | have a diffi cult timebelieving they will with the new scheme.

The peaplein Zoning Enforcemert aregood pecple. But the truth is they donOtave
the staffing now to pay attertion to pegple who fail to maintain their properties(i.e.
620 S. 20" Streef) much less taking care of illegal ADUs (of which thereare mary
within AH) that require a much higherlevel of initiative and invedigation. If there
wasever a zoning provision ripe for abuse (and it is already a problem) the ADU is
it. It isalicerse for disagerwhich law ahiding home-owners will bearthe brunt of.

The county doesnOerforce currert rulesfor ADUs or other rertals with too mary
unrelatedindividuals. It strains credulity to believe that the county will be ableto
supervise more units. If you wart more ADUs approve themfor Country Club Hills
insteadof Aurora Highlands. Timeto share the wealth!

Comments on Survey Questions

In general, many of the questionswould have benefited from athird respons option such as QuinsureO
dueto the speculative naure of the questionsand many uncertainties regarding find implementation of
the ADU initiative. For resdents who do not dismissthe ADU initiative outright, the answers to many
of thesurvey questionsdepend onthefine details govaning implementation, and tha kind of nuance

cannotbe captured by some of thequestions



In completing the survey form, there were several questionstha we thoughtspecifically merited some
follow-up because the naure of the question made interpretation of the answvers undear withou further
clarification. The notationsbdow correspondto the notationson the attached survey form.

Note 1: Theterm rdanceOis used in severa questions Thisterm is quite subjective and as used in the
referenced questions it is not clear tha these questionsare appropriate for yes or no-type survey
questions For example, if hoGis theanswer to aquestion, you cannotaccurately interpret which way
the rdancelis off (i.e., for more or less rental units) withoutfurther comment. This could lead to
midleading results from these questionsif every answer is not accompanied by this clarification. Care
should betaken in usgngtheresults from these questions Our answers to these questionswould fall
squaely into an QunsureOcategory as suggested abovedueto the complexities involved with
interpretation.

Note 2: The question regarding economnic benefit would be more informative if better condructed (or
split into different components). Aswritten, it is not clear wha Geconorically beneficial Omeans My
indinaionistha there are severa paential questionshere; 1) Do you plan to derive income from
renting an ADU?, 2) Do you intend to have someone (family member, nanny, etc.) avoid paying rent
elsawhee?; or 3) Do you bdieve tha propety vaueswill increase as aresult of theinitiative? There
are probably severa other variationson these questionstha would fall unde the Gecononically
beneficial Oumbrella. Also, if tied into the next question concerning future rights to have a seconday
unit, the question becomes even more subjective dueto the consderation of future patential econormic
bendits. We thoughtthese nuances in interpretation are important since they are thereason behind our
QesOresponse to these questions Althoughwe have no current intention of developing an ADU, our
judgmentistha having tha option could very well provide afuture bendfit.

Overal CommentsOpinions

Overdl, the ADU Initiative has our conditiond suppott. As strongbdieversinindividud propaty rights
and more compact development in areas with access to viable public trangoortation we bdieve the ADU
Initiative has the potential to be goodpublc policy. However, we are also very strongbdieversin open,
trangparent, and democratic govanment processes and fully suppot thefind approvd of the ADU
Initiative througha county-wide referendumprocess.

As pat of the @onditiongdfor our suppot, we have thefollowing points of concern with the ADU
Initiative related to enforcement.

General Enforcement: Asnoted inthe ADU repart, thereis currently asignificant issue with the
existence of illegd ADUs. If thisis any indication of howthenew ADU Initiative enforcement will be
conduced (i.e., indfference, bordering on neglect of theissue) we would not suppot it. There need to
be approved legd mechanisms in place (with assodated funding) to assure propea enforcement.

Accountability: We will notsuppot an ADU Initiative tha does not have a strong owner occupancy
provision. The provisionsfor required owner occupancy as currently written seem adequéae - if they are
propealy enforced (see above. Many of the problems with rental unitsthat we currently seein our
neghbohoodare thedirect result of absentee owners (and absentee codeenforcement).



Funding Priorities. Also closly tied to the enforcement issue above isfunding for prope
implementation of the ADU Initiative. We will not suppot funding the ADU Initiative unless issues
which are highe priorities (in our opinion) are first assured full funding. As parents of a 3 year old, we
cannotin goodcongience suppot fundng for the ADU Initiative prior to fundng education (induding
capital improvements for Wakefield High School) and adequae neghbohoodinfrastructure such as
sidewalks and parks.

Thank youfor the oppotunity to provide comment on thisissue
Sincerely,

Scott A. Bierna

Debra A. Eliezer

71122 Street South
Arlington, VA 22202

40
¥ Big Prablems Parking
¥ Trarsition to amoretransien type of neighborhood Pl ots of pegple moving in ard
out all the time. Who will they be?
42
¥ The County Board should not have the authority to make a decision such asthis.

43
¥ Plea® takethe timeto find out what the Arlington citizens wart before making arny
changesto ADU regulationsin Arlington County

¥  Whatabout whenhomesare sold?

¥ | livein AuroraHighlands South Arlington Bnot in asingle family home, but in a
condo, so thisissueis of interes to menot direcly but asa concernedcitizenand of
Arlington ard areddent of my neighborhood.

¥ Ingereral, | think change is good Bbut on thisissue | think we needto proceed
slowly. Asopposedto whatwasstatedin FridayO$POST editorial on the subject
(There Goesthe Neighborhood) | think public opposition to th einitiativeas it stands
now very much *is* in accadance with Ohe Arlington wayO. Like other ethos, Ohe
Arlington WayOhasmary facess, one of whichis emlracing diverdty Dprobally the
maoast cited of our charecteristicsBbut another of whichis supporting family and
neighborhood valuesard tradtions. | donOwiew opposition to accesory dwellings
asOati-immigrartOassuggeded by the edtorial, but rather asa fundamental change
to the nature of our neighborhoods. | understard that the OsardaloneOverson of
ADUs hasbeendeleted from the initiative, but eventhe in-home addition of separate
apartments breed basc change to single-family neighborhoods, introducing the
possibility (or probahility, based on the intert of the initiative) of multiple family
units (be they singlesor couplesor whatever) in eachhouse. The attendart increa®



¥

¥

in population and vehicleswould be a badc change to the neighborhood
ervironmert.
In addition, | believe the initiativesis based on several fallacious assumptions:

0 The expectation thattherewill be few (28 egimatedin thefirst yea)
conversonsisunreaistic, and in factif we realy exped so few, this program
will do little to meetits stated goals.

o0 Therequiremert that houseswith ADUs be owner-occupiedis fine for the
first iteraton, but what happens whenthe house is sold? The acessory
dwelling will already be part of the home, and | doubt thereis away for the
County to stipulate that the vacating owner put redrictive provisions for the
ADU in hiscontract. The new owner inherits a problem.

o The needfor separate bath and kitchenfacility for live-in elder careproviders
btheideais that the person attend to the person needng assistance, not cook,
recreae and live separaely. For this purpose, | donOthink alock-off unit is
necesary.

0 Theexistence of thousands of illegal units now (perthe public meeting |
attended) brings up the quedion of how this measire can be Bor more
importartly, would be Berforced Stepone,in my view isto getcurrert
violationsin line before we even consider adding more fuel to thefire.

| undergand that you are considering further engag ng/informing the public before
going forwardwith thisinitiative, which | applaud. Thisissueis muchtoo important
to leave communication to chance,and | think eachhomeowner in the County should
receve writteninformaton and discussion on the topic. | also believe the issue
should be put to avote, not decided by the County Board.

A am not arti-immigrant (almost all of us aredescendants of immigrarts) | am,
however, arti-illegal immigrans)), | think the ideaof providing for live-in care for
eldersisanimportart one, anrd | like the affordabe housing for new resdents to keep
ArlingtonOgopulation base vibrart. | do not, however, feel this ADU initiativeisthe
way to achieve ary of these goals.



