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Are you a homeowner or a renter? If you live in the Aurora Highlands area you are
invited and encouraged to come to our monthly meetings where we meet neighbors,
discuss topics of interest and share information. ALL are welcome to attend. Come at
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6:45pm and meet your neighbors at the Aurora Hills Recreation Center at 735 S. 18th
St. at the corner of 18th and Hayes Streets (where the library / fire station is located).

OUR UPCOMING MARCH 12 MEETING

The press of business continues. This monthos
1. Reuvisiting the Historic District designation ito clearly define its impact. Laura Trieschmann of
Traceries (contractor to County) will give a presentation on the designation for Aurora Highlands.
2. Also on deck are two sign proposals,
A. David Tarter for The Gramercy, a building near the Potomac Yards Harris Teeter.

B. Sighage changes sought by Metropolitan One.
Elizabeth Wilcox of JM Zell Partners, on plans for its property behind Restaurant Row. Zell
owns the 22" St. parking lot and the land under the Crystal Houses.
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As always, child care will be available as well as the usual refreshments. Join us!

Our next newsletter will devote a substantial section to the failure of
county officials to address ANY of a long list of neighborhood concerns.
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14TH STREET BRIDGE

According to its web site
(www.14thstreetbridgecorridoreis.com) the 14th
Street Bridge Corridor encompasses our community in
its entirety, from the GW Parkway to Columbia Pike. The
project is a joint endeavor of (FHWA), (DDOT) and
(VDOT) all estimable (ORGS) seeking to ease the 14"
St. (BRG) bottleneck without constructing another
(BRG). The group has solicited public opinion from the
community on two occasions for an eventual EIS. Their
March Gateway Gazette has a chart logging the state
license plates of cars using the bridge in the morning and
evening, which appears to show 3600 more Virginia cars
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This either represents a migration of Virginians to the
north (in winter) or a significant portion of the work force
has been going home early.

ARCA Monthly Meeting: Focus ADU

President Dick Herbst has advised that Martha Moore,
co-chair of Planning & Zoning for the Arlington Civic
Federation, will join in discussing the Accessory Dwelling
Initiative at the Arlington Ridge Civic Association
meeting Thursday, March 13, 7:30 p.m. at Oak Ridge
School. Members of the Aurora Highlands community
are invited to attend.

PILE DRIVING

After months (read eternity) of ceaseless clanging, the
community will be granted a nine month respite. Down

at the Water Pollution Cont
the next round of pile driving to start in December.

Some may find the sudden silence makes their ears ring.
Pets will be perplexed. But they will adapt. So gather

your napping while you may. December will descend all
too soon.

TREE GIVEAWAY

Arlington County Parks & Natural Resources is giving
away small tree whips to Arlington homeowners on
Neighborhood Day, Saturday, May 10. The choices are
1) A larger shade canopy tree, the yellow-poplar, which
grows 70 to 100 feet high, and 2) A smaller tree, the
Allegheny serviceberry which grows 151 25 feet with
lovely blossoms in the spring. The tree ‘whips' will be
approximately three to five feet in height and potted in
one or two-gallon plastic containers. To request trees for
your yard, email Aurora Highlands resident and Tree
Steward, Penny Kriese, at pckriese@gmail.com or call
her at (703)519-0961 before April 18th.

.OUR CHAMPION TREE

Aurora Highlands has achieved county recognition for
the Swamp Chestnut tree in Nina Park, which has been
designated one of ten fispec
protection. Readers may recall that Nina Park
previouslyhad achieved modest fame for being the only
playground in the county with arsenic-laced playground
equipment. The equipment was removed after an article
in the daily press and some equipment has since been
replaced. At the time County Staff said improvements
were planned. Community input has not been
requested.
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Delays and Uncertain Funding for
Wakefield

School News

AHCA President Bruce Cameron spoke during the public
comment period at the School Board's Jan. 31 meeting.
He expressed his concern as the parent of three young
children that the facility will not be renovated even by the
time his 3-year-old is ready to start high school. He
urged the board to move ahead on Wakefield.

Built -in Delay The Wakefield "timeline" approved by the
school board has no firm dates for completing the
project. It only requires the school superintendent to
report back to the board in April on "progress”. It also
directs the superintendent to develop a "capital needs
plan” to maintain the Wakefield facility for the next
several years. This is a far cry from a full renewal.

County Board Delay In June 2007 the County Board
asked the school board to suspend the building level
planning committees) for Wakefield, the Career Center,
and Jefferson Middle School. Although Wakefield was
identified as a priority after the County Board approved
Yorktown High School's final design in November 2007,
the Planning Committee has only resumed work in
February. Any designs this committee develops will
have to be reviewed and coordinated with the newly
created Public Facilities Review Committee.

Uncertain Funding The County Manager has proposed
a range for the 2008 school bond ($34 to $56 million)
that will not complete projects already underway, like
Yorktown, which will be spread out over several bond
cycles and further delay Wakefield, still in the design
phase. The county's 2010 and 2012 proposed school
bond limits are even lower.

IMPORTANT SCHOOL CENSUS

Early this month, every residential address in Arlington
will be mailed a school census survey in a blue enve-
lope. Itis very important to complete and return the cen-
sus, which verifies the number of children residing in the
county and determines state funding for Arlington
schools.

For general school information, see the APS website
(http://www.arlington.k12.va.us/aps/site/default.asp)
Spring Break March 17 -21: Schools reopen on Mon.,
March 24.

Oakridge Elementary School _ PTA Meeting March 4:

Meetings are held usually on the first Tuesday of even
months, with a family friendly format and free pizza for all
at 6:30 pm in the cafeteria; there are activities for
children while the adults attend the meeting starting at 7
pm. Upcoming events:

Habitat Spring Gardening & Beautification Day , Sat.,
March 29, 9 am-noon

Have Lunch With Your Child, Thurs., April 3

Casino Night at the Sports Pub ~ Sat., April 26: (for

adults)
Spring Fling Carnival & Taste of South Arlington
Sun., April 27: , 3-6 pm

Gunston Middle School _ PTA Meetings March 12 and
April 8: Meetings are on the second Tuesday of the
month at 7 pm in the library. Upcoming:

Spring Play "Mother Goose Is Eaten by

Werewolves": Fri., April 11 at 7 pm & Sat., April 12 at 2
pm ($3 admission)

Wakefield High School _ PTA Meeting March 10 and
April 14. Meetings are on the second Monday of the
month at 7 pm in Room 110.

$100,000 Scholarship Recipient:  Congratulations to
Wakefield Senior Soraya Letournai, who was recently
awarded a Posse Scholarship worth more than $100,000
that will cover full tuition for four years at Bucknell
University. She was one of four Arlington students
selected through the Posse Scholarship leadership and
diversity program, started in 1989.

CANDIDATES FORUM MARCH 24

Virginia law requires that School Board elections be non-
partisan. This means that no candidate for school board
may be nominated by a political party, but it does not
prohibit political endorsement of a non-party candidate.
So far, six candidates have declared in the race for two
seats on the Arlington School Board and, not
surprisingly, all six candidates are running in the
Democratic caucus that takes place May 1 and 3 for two
endorsements. Because of concerns many
organizations have about appearing partisan, very few
forums will be held before the caucus. One forum will be
sponsored by several groups and is open to the general
public: Monday, March 24, from 7 to 9 pm, at Wakefield

How to Get on the Listserve

The neighborhood listserv is hosted by Alice Andors. It
continues to be an independent community resource (it is not
connected with the civic association). To join, send an email to
Alice at andorsali@comcast.netwi t h a note t R
participate. Shedéll walk you

at
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