SIDEWALKS (second draft 1/18/07)

INTRODUCTION

"Any town that doesn't have sidewalks doesn't love its children."
- Margaret Mead

Interconnected sidewalks are of paramount importance to pedestrians. Missing or unsafe
sidewalks on either side of a street restrict the range in which a resident feels comfortable
walking. For children, adults pushing strollers, persons with disabilities and seniors,
continuous and safe sidewalks are crucial.

The neighborhood believes pedestrian safety requires that a sidewalk exist on both sides
of every street , where possible.

Streets that serve as major pedestrian commuter routes should be given a higher priority
for sidewalk improvements. Prioritization should consider locations where there are
mature trees, and low-traveled streets like dead ends and cul-de-sacs.

Sidewalks may be impractical on very narrow streets or in front of homes with too little
front or side yard.

An exception to adding sidewalks might be when a healthy, mature tree would be lost.
To minimize damage to healthy mature trees near sidewalk projects, the County should
include sidewalk curves, elevation changes, brick pavers and other strategies. During
construction, an arborist should monitor and advise crews when they work near healthy
mature trees. We do not advocate removal of mature healthy trees for the installation of
sidewalk.

While pedestrian travel is already adequate and pleasant on a few streets within
the neighborhood, some blocks have no sidewalks or stop-and-go sidewalks. Some
existing sidewalks are too narrow, in poor shape, or blocked with obstacles such as utility
poles, road signs, or overgrown trees and bushes.

We will Ask Tim MclIntosh to help us develop a table that quantifies the percentage of
streets without sidewalks



Arlington isworking hard to establish itself asa pedestrian-friendly community.

In 2005, Arlington was named "The Number One Place in America for Walking" topping
the American Podiatric Medical Association's (APMA) list of the "Top 10 Best U.S.
Walking Cities". There are several programs operating within the county to foster
pedestrian activities and safety.

WALKArlington- county program designed to improve pedestrian conditions and
encourage people to walk more often.

Safe Routesto School I nitiative- Evaluated conditions around all 32 Arlington County
Schools. More than 20 sidewalk improvement projects have been initiated to
enhance student safety.

Sector plans- around all Metro stations

Arlington County Streetscape Standards- still in development

Street lighting policy and planning guide (Draft)

Add NIP if appropriate

Aurora Highlands stands out within the County as a community that already has a strong
commitment to walking:

Aurora Highlands hasthe highest per centageof walk-to-work or transt of any
single-family neighborhoodin Arlington.

Review of data from United States Census 2000
Census tracts 1035 and 1036 include virtually all of Aurora Highlands, as well as a small
part of Arlington Ridge.

1035- 4945 workers- 2235 use transit (45.2%) and 515 walk to work (9.6%)
a total of 54.8% use transit or walk

1036- (1&2) 1911 workers- 619 use transit (32%) and 357 walk to work (18.6%)
a total of 51% use transit or walk

We have a community that is already committed in a major way to walking.
Regrettably, we also have a very deficient network of sidewalks.

For sidewalks to be useful, they must be continuous. If pedestrians are forced into the
street repeatedly, some will opt for walking only in the street, which is unsafe.



ARLINGTON MASTER TRANSPORTATION PLAN, 9/07 Dratft
Arlington County isnow in the process of finalizing an Updated Mager
Trangportation Plan (Most recent draft 9/07). The plan includes both a "Streets
Element" and a "Pedestrian Element"

The first objective of the Pedestrian Element of the Master Transportation Plan (Sept
2007, P11) is to complete the walkway network in the Priority Pedestrian Zones (PPZs).
Create a comprehensive and connected network of safe, functional and ADA accessible
pedestrian walkways within:

.25 miles of public bus stops

0.5 miles of all Metrorail Station entrances

1.0 mile of all public schools, county facilities and retail centers

We need to ask Tim MclIntosh to generate a map that shows the circles

Theentire Aurora Highlands neighborhood fallswithin a" Priority Pedestrian

Zone"

Yet there are extensive areas of the neighborhood that lack appropriate sidewalks.
We need a map showing status of sidewalks

An important interim goal for the neighborhood should be a complete sidewalk network
on at least one side of every block.
Later goals would be sidewalks on both sides of every block and sidewalks that

are of greater width and quality.



OBJECTIVES

Aurora Highlands should be a pedestrian-friendly neighborhood. Residents and visitors
want to be safe and comfortable walking to our restaurants, shops, parks and Metro
stations. The more people walk, the less we are using our automobiles, which reduces
neighborhood noise, traffic and air pollution. Walking supports the fitness of our citizens
and promotes a community that is inclusive. Families with children, seniors and persons
with disabilities will have equal access to businesses and employment with improved
opportunity for social interaction promoting friendliness and understanding.

We need a quotation here from a

resident with disability

While there are adequate sidewalks along one side of all major streets, busy through
streets should have continuous sidewalks on both sides of the street.

The Mager Transportation Plan ( Map third version , Dec 2007) classifies streets
based on their level of usage. This is critical to each street's level of development within
the plan.

There are 5 types of "Arterial" streets within Aurora Highlands:

Type A arterial: " Primarily Retail Mixed use"
1. 23" Street, between Route 1 and Grant Street

Type B arterials " primarily urban mixed use":
1.Eads Street, between Army-Navy Drive and 23" St
2. Fern Street, between Army-Navy Drive and 19" St
3. Hayes Street between Army-Navy Drive and Route 1 (duplicate)

Type C arterial: " Primarily Commercial:
1. Glebe Road from Route 1 to

Type D arterial: "Primarily Garden apartmentsand townhouse neighborhoods"
1. Eads Street between 23™ Street and Glebe Road

Type E arterials: " Primarily Single Family Residential Neighborhoods"
1. 23" Street between Grant and Joyce
2. Glebe Road, between Fern street and Grant street

All the other streets in Aurora highlands are non-arterial streets. Speed limits do not
exceed 25 MPH

There are a number of residential blocks in the neighborhood that lack continuous
sidewalks on even one side of the street. In an urban neighborhood such as ours, that is



unacceptable. The entire Aurora Highlands neighborhood lies within a Pedestrian
Priority Zone, and the network of sidewalks must be completed on both sides.



EXISTING CONDITIONS & RESULTS OF NC SURVEY

When asked what improvement projects should get highest priority, 68% of respondents
said that sidewalks would be their first or second priority.
There were numerous complaints about missing or incomplete sidewalks on many blocks.

TheMissing Links program

The program is intended for the quick installation of curb, gutter, and sidewalk in front of
3 or less properties for the connection of existing sidewalks. However, the program only
considers applications that will have NO tree removal, NO retaining walls, NO utility
relocation, NO streetlight installation, NO easement purchase, and are no longer than 3
properties.

We appreciate the contributions of the NC Missing Links program, although it is
inadequate to meet our goal of completing our sidewalk network.

Status of sidewalks on the busiest streets in Aurora Highlands

We need pictures here

239 St from Arlington Ridgeto Route 1
There is a continuous sidewalk on both sides of the street, from Ridge Rd to Rte 1

Joyce Street from 15" to 26" (actually from Army-Navy driveto 26™)
Winds around River Houses and Pentagon Row, along edge of VH park
with continuous sidewalks
Continuous sidewalk on West side along the edge of VH park out to 23™ St
but NO sidewalk on East side from 18" to 23" st
From 23" to 26™ there is continuous sidewalk on both sides but of very
poor quality

Hayesstreet/18" Street . (from Route 1 to Army-Navy drive)
Winds around Pentagon City mall, past VH park, firehouse and post office
to Crystal City Metro station. Sidewalks on both sides

Fern street- from Army-Navy driveto 26" Road
From Army-Navy drive to 18" St - Continuous sidewalk on both sides

From 18" to 22nd — There is a continuous sidewalk on East side
No sidewalk on West side.



From 22" to 26™ st, There is sidewalk on both sides
Sidewalk continues on the east side only to 26™ Road

Eads street- From Army-Navy driveto Glebe Road
From Army —Navy Drive to 12" St there is a temporary asphalt walk on the east side.
There is only a dirt path on the west side

From 12" St to Glebe, there is continuous sidewalk on both sides of the street.

Grant St from 18" to 25"
There is a continuous sidewalk on the West side from 18™ to 25" St
There is no sidewalk on the east side

Fort Scott Drive, from Eadsto Grant (along Eads Park)
No sidewalk in either side of the street

Specific Complaints noted in the NC survey-
Some of the asphalt sections of sidewalk that are used near the base of trees require more
maintenance than concrete sidewalks:

Examples. To be verified

There is broken sidewalk near 625 26" St- small area patched with asphalt
Larger segment of asphalt over tree roots

Would a photo suffice?

A section of asphalt walk is badly broken up near base
of a large silver maple at 24" St between Grant and Hayes

These need to be verified.

While asphalt sidewalk is used to protect the roots of trees adjacent to sidewalk, this
asphalt should be properly maintained so that sidewalk cracks do not become a hazard to
pedestrians, particularly those with wheelchairs, strollers or walkers.

Drainageissues mentioned in our NC survey- these need to be verified on a rainy day
2300 block of Inge- curbs not done right, causes yards to stay wet

Drainage problem=- SW entrance to Va Highlands Park- 16" and joyce
near large rock.

Drainage problem- VH park, E-W walk near the East side parking lot

Water stands in gutter on 23" bet Joyce and Inge??



Also 23™ at Hayes- ? Fixed/ ? resolved

Several comments about flooding along 23™ St following a rain
Grant and Ft Scott, water runs over sidewalk after rain—mud , ice
26™ And fern- a water leak causes standing water??

In our NC survey, we noted that a number of individuals voiced complaints about
specific problems, often small ones:

A pothole in one sidewalk

An irregular or warped section of sidewalk

Tree roots pushing up a section of sidewalk

A deteriorating asphalt sidewalk

It seemed clear that these residents were not aware of how to contact the county to
address specific street repair issues?

RECOMMENDATIONS

The County, through its new Master Transportation plan, has now created a mandate to
complete our network of sidewalks above and beyond what isolated Neighborhood
Conservation projects can accomplish.

The NC program will be unable to take the lead in meeting the need for better
sidewalks in the Aurora Highlands neighborhood. The process of application, approval,
funding and construction is both too slow and too underfunded to meet the needs of the
community in this area. While the NC program will allow for regular upgrading of entire
streetscapes (sidewalks, curbs, trees, street lights) on blocks that apply, the County must
initiate a regular program of sidewalk installation that is independent of the NC
application process.

The county must immediately initiate construction planning and funding to bring
Aurora Highlands sidewalk into parity with other neighborhoods that lie within a
Pedestrian Priority Zone.



1. The County must initiate a regular program of sidewalk installation that is independent
of the NC application process in Aurora Highlands. Funding should be assured to
guarantee that a program of sidewalk installation in Aurora Highlands proceeds every
single year until all goals are met. The County's Master Transportation plan prioritizes
sidewalks that are in Priority Pedestrian Zones. These sidewalks should be completed in
an expedited manner.

Streets which are technically difficult are of the highest priority based on safety:
West side of South Fern street, from 18" St to 22™ St
Fort Scott Drive Between Eads and Grant

Other streets that merit high priority:
19th Street between Fern and Joyce- at least on one side
Ives street, between 18" and 23™ street- at least on one side

2. When designing and building sidewalks on neighborhood streets, include
features to make streets pedestrian friendly:

A. Sidewalks should comply with county minimum required width, allowing
room for 2 adults to walk side by side wherever possible. This is
consistent with the county's current design standard in the Master
Transportation Plan

B. Utility strips that are too narrow for trees are a high-maintenance nuisance for
homeowners. Grass utility strips should be wide enough to allow for
planting of street trees. Street signs, utility poles, street lights should be
placed in the utility strip, to keep the sidewalk clear for pedestrians

3. Sidewalk corners should include ramps that are accessible to wheelchairs and strollers,
bicycles, etc. At intersections with traffic lights, corners should include "double
handicap ramps" with one ramp leading toward each crosswalk.

4. All new houses and major renovation projects should be required to include sidewalks
and curbs.

5. Residents should be informed of ways to report dangerous sidewalks (potholes, level
changes, etc). County should make prompt repairs where appropriate.

Insert county URL for sidewak repairs
In particular the County must improve surveillance and maintenance of asphalt sidewalks
The asphalt sections of sidewalk that are used near the base of trees requires more
maintenance than concrete sidewalks. The county should issue a protocol for reviewing




the status of these asphalt walks on a regular basis so that they do not deteriorate and
become hazardous

In addition, the County should promptly address drainage problems

Poor drainage has been noted in specific locations. These areas become particularly
hazardous to pedestrians in winter. Residents should be informed of ways to report
significant drainage problems when they are occurring. The County should make prompt
repairs where appropriate.




Dirt pathways in and around Virginia Highlands Park should have sidewalk/pathway
installed as the regular daily commuters have voted by walking through the mud

This needs to be put into the parks section

We also need to write something about crosswalks as continuations of sidewalks- Streets
section




