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Draft of Traffic/Transportation section

INTRODUCTION

AuroraHighlandsis a neghbahoodwhich has excellent trangortation links Thereis easy
automobile access via Interstate-395 and the George Washington Parkway .

Thereis easy accessinto Nationd Airpott.

Thereisrapid trangt at Pentagon City and Crystal City Metro and VRE stations

There are busroutes on Route 1, Glebe Road, Eads Street, 239 Street

AuroraHighlandsis also a neéghbahoodwhere avery high percentage of people walk to work
or walk to mass trangportation. While our neightorhoodis amongthe highest users of mass
trangortation, we suffer fromthe pressure of cut throughtraffic usng our neghbahoodstreets
ingead of major traffic arteries. This creates unsafe conditionsfor our pedestrians

Effortsin thepast have shown some improvements. Thedirect traffic connectionsbetween
Route 1 and Eads Street (between 239 street and 32™ St) have been closed to vehicular traffic,
while preserving pedestrian access across Route 1.

South 20" street (between Arlington Ridge Road and Fern Street) has been made safer by the
County's addition of all-way stop signsat Joyce Street and Hayes Street. Traffic cutting through
the neéghbohooddown 20" Street has been reduced.

In responge to a concerted effort by citizensfromthe Arlington Ridgeneghbohoodand the
AuroraHighlandsneighboihoon the county has lowered the speed limit on Arlington Ridge
Road and on South 23 Street to 25 miles per hour.

There are other streets where cut throughtraffic presents a persistent problem tha needsto be
addressed, and high-speed traffic along some of our residential streets continuesto beaconaern.

OBJECTIVES

1. Limit traffic cutting throughour neghbahood

2. Promote pedestrian safety in this areawheae theeisalot of pedestrian traffic

3. Reduce speading on neghbohoodstreets

4. Our residentia area should be"inaulated" from cut-throughtraffic that will be
geneated by new developments, with no new vehicular traffic connections
between Route 1 and Eads Street



EXISTING CONDITIONS

Datafrom NC survey, Master Trangortation Plan, Neighbohoodlnfrastructure Report, and
2000Cenaus

Our NC Survey - Fern Street, between 18" and 23" is a standoutproblem. Of the 161 surveys
completed, 51 specificaly mentionad problems with this section of Fern Street. Speeding traffic
and pedestrian safety issues were repeated concerns Infact, of al thestreetsin the
neghbohood, the section of Fern Street between 18" and 23 is mentioned more times than any
other street.

Numerouspeople expressed conaerns about Fern Street's lack of sidewalks between 18" and
22" &t., onthe West Sideof thestreet.  This stretch of Fern street isthe only heavily trafficked
street in our community tha lacks sdewalks on bath sides.

The complex intersection of 23 street with Route 1 was also cited many times as a problem that
needsto be addressed.

Nelghborhood Infragructure Plan

The County has now identified 2 streetsin Aurora Highlandstha are in need of calming.

In March, 2007the County released the Neighboihood I nfrastructure Plan for Aurora
Highlands\l a comprehensgve survey of our neightorhoodsstreets, sidewalks, parks and street
lights. Tha report states tha there are 2 streets tha presently qudify for traffic calming:

Fern Street between 18" and 239 streets

Joyce Street between 15" and 16" Streets

Data collected showed that 15% of thetraffic traveling above30 MPH (Speed limit = 25)

Other factors used to determine priority for traffic calming indudevolume of traffic, reported
accidents, lack of sidewalks and other conditions



Arlington County Magder Transportation plan(MTP)
Arlington County isin the process of developinganenvy MTP.
Many elements of this plan will impact our neighlorhood.

TheMader Transportation Plan classifies streets based onther level of usage
Thisiscritical to each street's level of development within the plan.

This Material has been covered in the sidewalks section

There are 5 types of "Arterial" streets within Aurora Highlands

TypeA arterid: " Primarily Retail Mixed use'
1.239 Street, between Route 1 and Grant Street

TypeB arterids" primarily urban mixed use":
1.Eads Street, between S.12" Street and 239 St
2. Fern Street, between Army-Navy Drive and 19" St
3. Hayes Street between Army-Navy Drive and Route 1

TypeC arteria: " Primarily Commercial":
1. GlebeRoad from Route 1 to Fern Street

TypeD arteria: "Primarily Garden apartments and townhouse neighborhoods’
1. Eads Street between 23 Street and Glebe Road

TypeE arterials: " Primarily Single Family Residential Neighborhoods'
1. 239 Street between Grant and Arlington RidgeRoad
2. Glebe Road, between Arlington RidgeRoad and Fern street

All the other streetsin Aurora highlandsare non-arterial streets. Speed limits do notexceed 25
MPH

Theclassification of astreet is critical to matters like speed limit. For example, thespeed limitis
set at 25for al local streets, induding neighboihood princpd streets, butnot"minor arterials'
which are poged at 25-30nph.



Data from United States Census 2000DThiswas used in the sidewalk section
AuroraHighlandsis a community that is already committed in amajor way to walking.

A maority of workerslivingin Aurora Highlandswalk to work or public trangoortation insead
of ugng automobiles for commuting.

The United States Censusin 2000collected data on workers who use trangt or who walk to
work. Cenaustracts 1036and 1036indudevirtudly all of AuroraHighlands as well as a small
pat of Arlington Ridge
Tract 1035 4945workers- 45.2% used trangt and 9.6% walked to work

A total of 54.8% used trangt or walked

Tract 1036 1911workers- 32%used trangt and 18.6% walked to work
A total of 50.6% used trandt or walked

These are the highest percentages of any neghbohoodof single family homesin the County.
Our community's commitment to walking and publc trangortation mug be matched by a
commitment to pedestrian safety.

Thecommunity's past experience shows that traffic calming works. For example, when
community recommended traffic caming on 20" Street, stop signswereingalled at the
intersectionswith Joyce Street and Hayes Street. Thereisless speeding now and a perception
tha thereisless cut-throughtraffic beween Arlington RidgeRoad and South Fern Street.

Bicycleroutes
AuroraHighlandsisin close proximity to the MountVernonBike Trail and the Four-Mile Run

traill. There are severa designaed bike routes serving the neéghbohood More trails need to be
designaed and marked.



RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendaionsfor 5 Streets of concern

South 23° Street, from Arlington Ridge Roadto Fern Street

Thisisapopubr cut-throughstreet linking Arlington RidgeRoad with Route 1. The
heavy vehicular traffic moves at a high rate of speed, particularly heading down the hill from
Arlington RidgeRoad, presenting a dangeroussituation for pedestrians  This section of 23¢
street isthelocation of three churches, five day-care centers and alarge Shdtered Occupdions
Center with many special needsworkers. There are two playgroundswithin oneblodk, on 24"
St at Grant and Hayes. It isaMetrobusroute. There are notraffic lightsin this section of 23¢
street, and no stop signs

TheNIP surprisingly recordsno daa on traffic volume and speed for this section of road,
buttraffic calmingis clearly needed.

We recommend that the County condud a study on traffic volume and speed, at the
intersection of 239 St and Joyce Street.
We recommend lowering the speed limit on 23 Street to 25 MPH and podging
many more signsthan usud to show this.
We recommend better police enforcement of this speed limit.

Theintersectionsof 239 Street with Grant Street and Hayes Street are hazardousto pedestrians,
induding many with handicaps These two intersectionsmug be calmed with all-way stop signs
and laddeed crosswalks

Fern Street from 18" to 239 Street
Thisisabroad straight street, running downhill for mog of its length
from thetraffic signd at 18" Street to 239 Street
Thereisnocontinuoussidevalk onthewest side of the street.
Thesidewak ontheeast sideis narrow, with obgrucionsfrom parking
meters and does not meet ADA requirement
There are drainageissues at theintersection of Fern with 19" street.
There are vigbility problems at theintersection of Fern at 20" Street.
This neghbohoodhas avery highwalk-to-work population and
this section of road isless than .5 miles to the Crystal City Metro entrance
This meets the definition of a Pedestrian Priority Zonein the Arlington
County Master trangportation plan.
Thespeed limit is 25 mph.
TheNIP shows, 85" speed = 33, Volume = 5863
The NIP states tha this section of street qudifiesfor traffic caming




We recommend tha Fern Street between 18" and 22™ streets have several
traffic calming measures that will result both in lower average vehicular
speed and greater pedestrian safety. Such measures would indudea median
strip, panted crosswalks at all intersections and additiond
all-way stop signsat 20" Street to discourage cut-throughtraffic.

Greater enforcement of theexisting speed limit by police is required

Thetime has cometo add asidewalk to thewest side of Fern street
Narrowing the street by adding a sdewalk on thewest sidde would be hd pful.
It would dow traffic and aid pedestrians
Narrowing the street would improve safety for pedestrianscrossing Fern

Theexisting sdewak ontheeast side of the street must bewidened since it does not

approach ADA standadsand the placement of parking meters has madethe
sidewalks less passable.

In addition, drainage problems mus be addressed so there is never any standing
water. Care mug betaken that any new modificationsdo not create drainage
issues for homeowners

Removeal obdrudionsto visibility tha are onthe county right of way

Eads Street- From Army-Navy Driveto 32" .

Thenew proposd Master Trangportation Plan refers to Eads Street asa"minor arteria”,
permitting speed limitsto be poded at 25to 30 MPH.

The posged speed limit on Eads Street is 30 mph from Army-Navy Drive to 15" St, then 25 mph
from 15" street to 24™ St, then back to 30 MPH south of 24" St

Thenature of this street suppots limiting the speed to 25 for the entire length:

1.Thedtreet islargdy resdential, induding single family homes and a senior citizens
apartment.

2.There are pedestrians crossing Eads at severa pants, notjud at street corners but
mid-block.

3.Theintersection of Eadsand Fort Scott Drive continues to be a hazardousfor
pedestriansin spite of prior interventions(see bdow)

4. Thecomplex intersection of Eadswith 23% St and access to Route 1 is hazardousfor
pedestrians moving between Aurora Highlandsand Crystal City.

5. There is excessive cut-thru traffic down Eadsthat islooking to avoid theintersection
of Rte 1 and 239 St. Thisis exacerbated by out-of-service MetroBuses moving
toward thar service facility in violation of ther prior agreement with WMATA
notto use Eads Street for access.

6. Theeisabike lanealongEads Street

7. Theeisalargecommunity pak alongthe street.

8. Having thespeed limit on aneghbahoad street changing every few blocks
isconfuangto drivers, andislikely to beunnotced.




We recommend lowering the speed limit to 25 MPH for all of Eads Street from Army-Navy
Drive to 32" St.

Thelarge apatment blocks aong Eads street have disrupted the grid of streets. Thereisnocross
street between South 15" Street and South 18" Street.  Pedestrianswishing to access the Metro
entrance within the Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel routindy jaywalk across Eads street to tha
hotel entrance. Thereisnocrosswalk or signageto aert driversto this.

We recommend tha the County study the possibility of addinga mid-block pedestrian crossing
between 15" and 18" streets, with a prominent crosswalk, signswarning traffic about
pedestrians crossing and a mid-block, pedestrian-activated traffic sgnd. Adding a Metro
entrance sign at that site would also be hdpful to direct the pedestriansto asingle safe
crossing location.

Fort Scott Drive- from Eads Street up to Arlington RidgeRoad

NIP surprisingly doesn't mention this street as qudifying for calming

Thespeed limit is 25 mph

But near Grant Street the 85" speed is 32 mph, volume 828

Thisisatruly treacherouszonefor pedestrians Traffic moving downhill from Arlington
Ridgeroad toward Eads Street moves quite rapidly and theroad takes several bends

Theblock from Eadsto Grant hasincomplete sidewalk, and thereis onelongsection with
no sidewalk oneither sideof thestreet, forcing pedestriansto walk down thehill in the street.

Thestreet lightingis grossly inadequéae

At night, in thewinter, thisisvery hazardousfor pedestrians

We recommend traffic calming measures to be undertaken for al of Fort Scott Drive.
Thiswould indudethe addition of stop signsat several points, especialy theintersection of Fort
Scott and Grant Street.  We further recommend that a continuoussidewvak be placed on both
sides of the street and tha additiond street lighting be added.

Joyce Street, between South 15" St and South 16" St
According to theNeighbohoodInfrastructure Plan of 2006(NIP), the stretch of Joyce
street between 15" Street and 16" street is a candidate for traffic calming.

Traffic feeding outfrom the Pentagon City Mall and Pentagon Row enters a
neighboihoodof single-family homes. Thisisavery long,broad block tha narrows jus before
theintersection with 16" Street. Despite a stop sign for Joyce street at theintersection of 15"
and Joyce, traffic seemsto moveat a high speed here. The 85% speed is 31 mph, which means
tha 15% of thetraffic onthis street (poded at 25 mph) is going 31 mphor highe.




We recommend evaluation of this street for mid-block traffic calming, with consderation of
speed hunpsto dow traffic. Theaddition of an all-way stop sign at theintersection of 16" and
Joyce would further dow traffic and discourage use of Joyce street as a cut throughstreet.
Furthermore, we recommend changing theintersection of 15" and Joyce to an all-way stop sign,
to suppot thistraffic caming effort (see bd ow)

Recommendaionsfor Seven Intersectionsof concern
Theintersection of 23 St and Route 1 is quite problematic.

Thislarge complex intersection, where 239 Street crosses Eads street, Route 1 and Clark
street in rapid succession, has been the site of many accidents and at least onerecent pedestrian
death.

Except a mid-day, the pedestrian traffic tunnd under Route 1 isnat perceived as beng safe and
isseldomused. Pedestrianscontinueto prefer to cross at street level.

Theintersectionis abarrier to access for residents of AuroraHighlandswho wish to walk to
Crystal City, amajor commercia area

Theintersectionisabarier to access for residents and workers of Crystal City who wish to walk
to the restaurants on South 23 Street.

In 2005 the County dispached ateam of ther traffic staff to condud an on-site visit and meet
with community representatives to evaluae the problem and look for solutions Following
discussion, alist of issues and recommendaionswas generated, but little has been acted upon
(New buttonsfor the pedestrian crossing signds)

It isunclear whois"in charge' since Route 1isaVDOT street and theother
streets are County streets.

While this intersection will certainly be addressed by the Crystal City Task Force, it appears tha
the plan will notindudeany interventionstha can beimplemented in the next few years.

While the recommendaionsof the Crystal City Task Force will serve astheguiddinefor the
longterm plan, present safety conaerns mandae tha the County ingitute some meaningful
interventionsimmediately.




We recommend closing off Clark Street at 239 St.
Clark Street traffic can access 239 St and Route 1 by other routes

The Crystal City Task Force will generate a plan for the modfication of thisintersection
in thar find draft. Theimplementation of the plan for theintersection should beforemos on
thar list of improvements, and the County should take measures to implement this aspect of the
Crystal City Master Plan as soonasit is approved.

|nter section of 15" Street and Hayes street

Thisintersection, located at a corne of Aurora HighlandsPark, is hazardousfor pedestrians
Thereisan unusid tumn lanefor vehicles driving south on Hayes street ( past the Fashion Center
Mall) whowantto turn left onto 15" street (heading toward Route 1). Thetraffic light facing
thoe turning vehiclesis confuang to pedestriansand drivers alike. It isundear who hasthe
rightof way. Vehicles getting agreen light get angry at pedestrianswho think they have the
rightto cross. Theresult is ahigh-speed left turn across traffic and pedestrian crosswalks.

(an aeria phobo would behdpful here)

We recommend tha this unusud turn laneberemoved, sinceit is confusng and doesn't hdp
either drivers or pedestrians The intersection should revert to a simple intersection between the
two streets. Since both streets are broad, |eft turn lanes can be added for all four travel
directions

|nter section of 15" Street and Joyce

This intersection has become problematic in recent years with the opening of thevery
popukbr Pentagon Row development. Traffic heading east on Joyce Street comesto the"T"
intersection where thereisastop sign. Vehicles that wish to turn left onto Joyce street heading
toward Army-Navy drive are placed in adangerous Situaion.

Thetraffic onJoyceisfairly heavy and faster-moving

When thereisared lightat PentagonRow, traffic feeds out of the Pentagon Row

parking onto Joyce, so theflow of traffic never lets up.
When thereisared light by the Fashion Center Parking Lot, traffic feedsout
of thelot onto Joyce, so agan, theflow of traffic never letsup

Theneaghbohoodlnfrastructure Report suppots traffic caming for Joyce Street between
15" and 16" Streets. We recommendtha all-way stop signsbe placed at theintersectionsat
eithe end of the street.




| nter section of 23 street and Hayes street
We have aready recommended traffic calming measures (see above for thisintersection.
In addition, thereisavisbility problem for vehicles tha are coming out of Hayes Street.
Cars parked on east sideof 239 &t block the view, making it difficult to proceed safely
into theintersection

We recommend eliminaing 2 parking spaces on 239 &, at the comer of Hayes

| nter section of Eads Street and Ft.Scott Drive

Fast-moving traffic heading in both directionsdown Eads Street creates a hazardoussituaion for
pedestrianswho are walking out of Crystal City and wish to cross Eads Street and head up Fort
Scott Drive.  Traffic on Eads Street, induding many buses and commercial vehicles,does not
yield to pedestrians  Thereisacrosswalk at theintersection, butit is only onthesouth side of
theintersection and notreadily visible. Thereisasignaertingtraffic to yield to pedestrians, but
tha doesn't seem to beeffective.

Thisis an important pedestrian walkway. We recommend that there be either an all-way stop
sign placed at thisintersection or a pedestrian-activated traffic sgnd. Theflow of traffic on Eads
Street mug be"camed" to alow for safe pedestrian movement. In addition, althoughthe
county's GIS map shows the speed limit designaed for Eads Street to be 25 mph, thesignson
the street say 30 mph. It is appropriate to reduce the speed limit to 25 and to have police enforce
tha speed limit, for the safety of pedestrians

| nter section of Hayes Street and 18" St

Hayes Street istheexit street for many of the public sevices a Virginia HighlandsPark.
Resdents leaving the Aurora Hills Library, Community Center/Senior program, tot lot, tennis
courts and basketbdl courts, all walk throughthisintersection. IN addition, many local
commuters walking to the Metro Station at Pentagon City walk throughthisintersection.

Thereis nostop sign or other method of traffic calming on thestreet, leading to some
high-speed vehicles coming down 18" Street or Hayes street.

Hayes Street has asidewalk onthewest sideonly. 18" Street has asidewalk onthe south side
only. A prior evaluaion of Hayes Street by the County did notreveal thenecessity of traffic
calming. NIP states that is does notqudify for traffic calming because the 85" speed is 29 mph,
Volumeis 634.

Because of the high volume of pedestrian traffic throughthis residential intersection, we
recommend tha arepest evaluation of theintersection of Hayes Street and 18" St be undetaken,
with consderation of adding an all-way stop at thisintersection of the park facilities.




Residents have expressed concern aboutfast-moving traffic on South 26" Streets, between Fern
Street and Hayes Street. Thereis a school busstopin thecenter of this stretch of 26" Street,
near Grant Street.

We recommend tha thecounty evaluae 26" Street, between Fern and Hayes for possible traffic
calming measures.

Parking Recommendations

Thebusnesses along South 23% Street have longbeen hampered by inadequate adjacent parking.

Thenaghbohoodsuppots adding a parking structure that will serve neghbohoodshopsand
restaurants long23? St.  Any commercial development proposed by the Crystal City Task
Force for the West side of Route 1 should indudeparking for 23° Street busnesses.

EadsPark isanaghbohoodpak, and adjacent paking should be appropriate for neghboihood
resdentswhowishto useit. Thepresence of 12-hour parking meters alongthebounday of
EadsPark has resulted in those spaces beng used by al-day commuters, and nat by local
residents who wish to use Eads Park or adjacent businesses.

We recommend removad of all 12 hou parking meters adjacent to Eads Park, since these spaces
are used by commuters who consume valuable parking spaces needed by users of the park.
Three 2-hou meters should beingalled near Eads Street for use by paronsof adjacent
busnesses. Therest of the parking spaces should revert to unmetered 2-hour parking, and this
mug bevigoroudy enforced. Thecommunity would like to permit the park and playgrourd to
beused by naghbohoodresdents, and parking enforcement is critical.

Bicycle convenience and safety recommendations

Theeisbike lanetha runsdown Hayes street past the Fashion Center Mall. Near the
intersection with 15" Street, thelane swingstoward theleft to allow cars planning arightturn to
enter theright handlane- Street markingsare confusang and it creates an unsafe condition for
bikers tha needsto becorrected. On the adjacent blodk, where Hayes Street runsalong Virginia
HighlandsPark, there appears to bealanefor bicycles, but withoutthe painted bike icons




We recommend adding these panted bicycle laneiconson Hayes street, dongthe perimeter of
Virginia Highlands Park to improve safety for bikers and autos

Future Development

Thereis consderable development planned for our area. New condructionalongthe Route 1
corridor will add traffic to AuroraHighlands Redevelopment of Crystal City will add traffic and
paking problems.

As development proceeds there need to be safeguardsin place to assure tha traffic doesn't find
its way onto naghboihoodstreets or that new parking problems develop. Additiond measures
will need to betaken to assure that pedestrian safety is never compromised.




NC Plan- Misc traffic, transportation items

maps would be hdpful for this part of the NC plan

1. Toindicate busy streets at AH borders

2. To Highlight cut-throughproblems

3. To highlightdesignaed problem streets and problem intersections
4. To show locationsof 12-hourpaking meters

How do we do tha. Does NC program have a protocol for ingerting maps?

Parking Meters

There arelocationswithin thenaghbohoodwhere there are still 12-hou parking meters. Such
meters encourage al-day commuter parking on streets that should be used by naghboihood
resdents. While some 4 to 6 hourmeters might be appropriate near commercial and shoppng
areas, we recommend tha all the 12-hourmeters be replaced.

On Fort Scott Drive, dongEads Park, there are several 12-hourmeters tha are used by
all-day commuters. Local residents wishing to take children to the playground in EadsPark are
unéable to find paking. We recommend tha these 12-hour meters bereplaced with 90 minute
meters and tha there be appropriate enforcement.

Thiswould be enoughfor the busnesses but not spilling over into neéighbahoodstreets
Sarah Stott isthe County personfor parking- | will call her and ask for locationsof 12
hourmetersif that ispossible. Arethere any 12 hour meters other than those by Eads Park

SOC
The SOC was once an elementary school. Inthepast, was there a stop sign anywhere near the
school? or atraffic light? 1t would be nice to know.
Steve will ask somebodyat SOC if they remember
Should we recommend "handicapped crossing” signs, or flashing lights, or 15MPH zone
Wha isthe Zoning of SOC? Isit still a"school’
Shown in green onthe GLUP, like a park
Ask handicapped services people with Arlington County aboutthis stuff.
Also ask somebodyat SOC



Commentsrelated to buses and busroutes:

Survey of neghboihoodresidents broughtout complaints about out-of-service Metrobuses and
ART buses continueto drive onresidentia streets, particularly Eads Street, and often at high
speeds  These buses should notbeusangloca residential streets to access maintenance
facilities.

We recommend tha the Arlington County Government direct the ART busdriversto obey this
directive and to negotiate directly with WMATA. There should bewritten policies so tha
enforcement can be assured.

Numerousresidents responding to the Neighbahood Conservation survey complained that there
was lots of litter aroundbusstops Some busstopsdo not have atrash can, and othe's have trash
canstha are overflowing (need phoi). Some buses discharge passengers into grass/dirt strips
which are hazardousin wet weather.

We recommend tha every busstop have atrash can that is emptied in atimely manne.

All busstopsshould have a paved area near themetro sign, so tha passenge's never need to
walk across grass/mud to access a bus




