
If you live in the Aurora Highlands area,  you are invited and encouraged to come to our 

monthly meetings where we meet neighbors, discuss  topics of interest and  share 
information.   All  are welcome to attend. Come  and meet your neighbors at the Aurora 

Hills Community Center at 735 18th Street South . Childcare will be provided.  
 

OUR UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING: 

WEDNESDAY, February 10, 2010 (7:00 pm)  
AURORA HILLS COMMUNITY CENTER  

Agenda:  
§ Presentation by Arlington County staff on the  Pentagon City Multi -Modal Improvement 

Preliminary Design for South Hayes Street  

§ 100 Year Anniversary Activities discussion  

§ Eads Street Post Office relocation update  

Inside This Issue:  
§ How to Support our Aurora Hills Library  

§ History of Our Neighborhood  

§ English Ivy: Tree Killer  

Civic Association  

  urora  

ighlands  
  WWW.AURORAHIGHLANDS.ORG  

     

Support Aurora Hills Library  
 
Although the fiscal year 2011 Arlington County 
budget wonôt be released until February 20, it has 

already been announced that the Library 
Department will have to absorb a 10% cut in 

funding.  
 

Please take a moment to sign and send in 

the enclosed letter (yellow insert) to the 
County Board to voice your support for 

our library. Come to the Civic Association 
meeting this Wednesday to obtain more 

flyers. See page 2 for more information.  
 
Join the ñSave Aurora Hills Libraryò Facebook 
group to receive updates on the library.  

  

 

 
Presidentôs Corner 

by Michael Dowell  

This year weôll celebrate the 100 years that have 

passed since the founding of our neighborhood.   
At last monthôs AHCA meeting, we came up with a 
few ideas on how to celebrate the anniversary.  

For starters, weôll dig up some history and stories 
about the neighborhood.  Some of our history is 

well documented, yet some of the best stories are 
found with our long - time residents, who have 
anchored the neighborhood for decades.  Weôll see 

about coming up with a service project to give the 
community a strong start for the next 100 years.  

And of course, weôll need to have a party, and 
invite our friends. Got some ideas? Come to the 
next AHCA meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7 pm!  

SOC Enterprises  
750 South 23rd St.  Arlington, VA  22202 

703-920-9400 Fax: 703-299-3255 
ñBusiness and Rehabilitationò 

We combine both to provide meaningful training and 
work for our communityôs disabled 

SOC for Printing, Mailing, and Fulfillment Services 
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http://www.aurorahighlands.org


Whatôs Up With Aurora Hills Library? 
 
Last Spring, our neighbors came together in an 

unprecedented outpouring of support to save 
Aurora Hills Library from losing three days of ser-

vice a week to budget cutbacks. The Arlington 
County Board heard our voices, rejecting the pro-
posed cuts and maintaining our library hours. In 

mid -February 2010, the Arlington County Board 
will be reviewing a fiscal year 2011 budget pro-

posal that will no doubt reflect the need to cut 
services to make up for an overall budget short-
fall, and it is likely that this will include reductions 

to our libraryôs hours. We do not know what will 
be in the proposed budget yet, but the AHCA po-

sition on this issue at this preliminary stage is 
this: We understand the Countyôs need to reduce 
costs and are willing to make our fair share of 

sacrifices. However, we expect cuts to services, 
which include the library, to be made equitably 

across the County system, and not affect our 
neighborhood disproportionately . The AHCA has 
sent an official letter to the Board stating this be-

lief. Once we see what is in the actual budget, we 
may need to take further action.  

  
What can you do now while we wait for the actual 
budget to come out? Write a letter to the Board 

saying that the Aurora Hills Library is important to 
you, thank them for taking action to save the li-

brary from disproportionate service cuts last year, 
and remind them that while we understand cuts 

may be necessary in 2011, we believe the burden 
will be lighter if shared across all Arlington librar-
ies. Or you may sign and send the enclosed letter.  

 
What else can you do? Use the library. Visit for  

wi -fi, book club or childrenôs story-time programs, 
borrow movies or music CDs, check out maga-
zines, or use the libraryôs computers to place a 

hold on that book you just heard about at 
ACORNWEB.ORG, where you should have your 

book sent to Aurora Hills for pickup. Itôs easy and 
free. And donôt forget to thank our librarians at 
Aurora Hills.  

  
Cheryl Mendonsa is chairing the Civic Associa-

tionôs new Aurora Hills Library Committee to gal-
vanize community support for our neighborhood 
library as we approach the budget season. Find 

out more or join this group online at the AHCA 
Web site, where you can also download letter 

templates and instructions on how to send notes 
to the County Board. Visit aurorahighlands.org . 

 

 

Local Theaters Going Dark This Summer  
by Cory Giacobbe  

 
Two local theaters will be moving out this sum-

mer to their permanent homes.  This will be the 
Washington Shakespeare Theaterôs last season at 

Clark Street Playhouse before moving to Rosslyn 
in the Summer of 2010 to the ARTISPHERE, the 

facility formerly occupied by the Newseum and 
Rosslyn Spectrum Theatre.  Donôt miss out on 
catching Washington Shakespeare Theaterôs last 

two theater productions in our neighborhood: The 
Miser  by Moliere (Jan 28 to Feb 28, 2010) and 

Every Young Womanôs Desire by Marco Antonio 
de la Parra (May 20 to Jun 20, 2010). http://
www.washingtonshakespeare.org/press.html  

 
The Arena Stage in Crystal City will be performing  

its last three productions in Crystal City before 
moving back to its renovated permanent home 
this summer. Arena will be reopening in its water-

front facility in SW Washington probably in Octo-
ber 2010. The three remaining productions are 

Stick Fly  by Lydia R. Diamond, directed by Kenny 
Leon, until February 7; The Light in the Piazza  by 
Craig Lucas, music and lyrics by Adam Guettel, 

March 5  to April 25, 2010; and R. Buckminster 
Fuller: The History (and mystery) of the Universe  

written and directed by D.W. Jacobs, May 28 to 
July 4, 2010. http://www.arenastage.org/  
 

 
How to Join the Neighborhood Listserve:  

For bulletins of neighborhood interest, ask to join 
the Yahoo group 4D -A. The group is administered 
by Alice Andors of AHCA. Copy the address below 

into your browser. Once at the page, click on the 
blue rectangle marked ñJoin This Group!ò 

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/4D -A/  

 

How to Join Arlington Alert:                        

Arlington Alert is an alert system that allows the 
County to contact you during an emergency by 
sending text messages to your e -mail or cell 

phone. Copy the address below into your 
browser. Once at the page, click on the blue rec-

tangle marked ñClick here to register!ò              
http://www.arlingtonalert.com/index.php?

CCheck=1  
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Quiet Oasis With Rowdy Edges Turns 100  
by Jenny Lawhorn Sammis  

 
The community we know today as Aurora Highlands 

celebrates its centennial in 2010. Our communityôs 
first successful subdivision, Virginia Highlands, took 

root in 1910 around a railroad stop by the same 
name. Developers had tried before to start a com-

munity here, and efforts such as Addison Heights 
and Hume Heights had attracted a few summer 
homes to the area in the 1880s. But between 1910 

and 1945 the community really mushroomed.  
 

John Morris began building Aurora Hills in 1913. 
These homes went for $6,500 to $8,000 with ads 
claiming, ñRipe for a raise in value because of per-

manent sidewalks, paved streets with gutters, sew-
erage facilities, pure artesian wateréMaximum price 

15 Cents per Sq. Ft.ò Garfield Manor Corporation 
continued adding to the community, developing land 
once owned by President Garfield into more homes 

in 1924. This era brought us our first library at Eads 
and 23 rd  and a firehouse across the street. Then, in 

the 1940s, the Federal Government built temporary 
housing for wartime workers in Virginia Highlands. 
Boasting southern exposures and superb views, 

home styles in our greater community include Sears 
& Roebuck models and unique concrete dwellings 

circa 1910 designed by New York City architect Mil-
ton Dana Morrill, marketed as ñThe Easy-To-Keep 
House.ò  

  
Brickyards, an amusement park and racetrack 

flanked the neighborhood, offering potential for 
rowdy excitement, but the area was mostly known 
as an oasis of quiet in a rapidly changing landscape. 

Throughout 2010 weôll continue delving into the 
past to find out more about how our neighborhood 

has evolved. Happy Birthday, Aurora Highlands!  

Coming Up at Our Next Meeting: Hayes 

Multi - Modal Design Presentation  
 
Arlington County staff will come to our February 
10 Civic Association meeting to present the 

Pentagon City Multi -Modal Improvement Pre-
liminary Design for South Hayes Street.  The 

plan reconfigures the block in front of the Pen-
tagon City Fashion Centre mall to provide bet-
ter parking for the buses, better access to 

Metro and put the street car stations in 
place.   The plan may also include improve-

ments to the sidewalks and landscaping.  
 
This issue has been on the table at least since 

2003 when it was discussed with county staff in 
February, March and May.   However that 2003 

plan was scrapped as too expensive.  The sub-
ject was brought up again in 2005 when the 
county was working on a revised plan with 

phased implementation.   The July 2009 concept 
plan has been posted on the AHCA web site:  

  
http://aurorahighlands.org/_Media/

Penta-

gon_City_MultiModal_Conceptual_Plan2009.pdf   
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 MT Vernon Baptist Church  
 You are invited to visit us at:  

 MT VERNON BAPTIST CHURCH  

 935 South 23rd Street,  

 Phone: 703.979.1558  

 WWW.MVBCCC.ORG 

 EMAIL MVBCCC@MVBCCC.ORG   
 Weekly services:  

 11am Sunday, 7pm Wednesday. 
 

 

Calling all writers!  
Would you love to see your name in print?  

Do you have knowledge or expertise in a field 
that would interest or help your neighbors?  
Write an article for the AHCA Newsletter!  

Share your knowledge about health, finance, 
pets, home repair, gardening, car maintenance 

or any other neighborhood tips that would inter-
est or benefit your neighbors.  Pitch your idea to 
the newsletter editor at ahca.news@yahoo.com .  

We have your byline waiting to print!  

http://aurorahighlands.org/_Media/Pentagon_City_MultiModal_Conceptual_Plan2009.pdf
http://aurorahighlands.org/_Media/Pentagon_City_MultiModal_Conceptual_Plan2009.pdf
http://aurorahighlands.org/_Media/Pentagon_City_MultiModal_Conceptual_Plan2009.pdf
mailto:MVBCCC@MVBCCC.ORG
mailto:ahca.news@yahoo.com


The Story Behind Grace Murray Hopper Park                                                                           
by Michael Dowell  

The next time youôre surfing the web, whether at home or on your iPhone, take a moment to consider 
the contribution of one of our former neighbors to information technology.  Grace Murray Hopper, who 
lived in River House for twenty years until her death in 1992, did much to build the foundations of 

modern computing.  Hopper worked on some of the first computers during World War II, in a time 
when computers took up entire rooms but were less powerful than an iPod.  In fact, her computer 

broke down one day because a moth crawled into it, which she documented as the first computer bug! 
Hopper made several outstanding technical contributions, developing the first compiler, and leading 
the development of the first modern computing language, COBOL.  Simply put, everything that a mod-

ern computer or network does requires that someone write the software in a computer language and 
then compile it.  Hopper pioneered both. Accomplishing this much in life requires persistence, which 

Grace Hopper complemented with hard -headedness too -  she coined the phrase ñItôs better to ask for 

forgiveness than it is to get permissionò.   

Hopper got many accolades in life and in memoriam.  In 1996, the US Navy launched the DDG -70 USS 
Hopper .  And in 2000, Grace Murray Hopper Park was dedicated in front of her former home, River 

House, in our community.  Give a thunk to the rock in her park the next time you walk by!  
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In the lower left is the dedication boulder at Grace Murray Hopper Park, located in front of River House, South Joyce St.      
To the right is ñFifiò, a sculpture of Plexiglas and stainless steel by Lincoln Schatz, 1998 (Photo by Cara Tenuta). 


