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  urora 
ighlands 

 

If you live in the Aurora Highlands area, you are invited and encouraged to come to our 

monthly meetings where we meet neighbors, discuss topics of interest and share 

information.   All are welcome to attend.  Come  and meet your neighbors at the Aurora 

Hills Community Center at 735 18th Street South. Childcare will be provided. 
 

OUR UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING: 

WEDNESDAY, March 10, 2010 at 7:00 pm  
AURORA HILLS COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

Please come early for refreshments and a little socializing!   Doors open at 

6:30. Meeting starts at 7:00.  

Agenda (details on page 7):  

§ Presentation of Hayes Street Multi-Modal Conceptual Design 

§ 2010 Census Overview 

§ Discussion on the Senior Program and our efforts to keep it open 

NEWSLETTER  
March 2010  

 

Inside This Issue:  
 

§ County 2010 Budget 
        Cuts 
 

§ Community Center 
         Proposal 
 

§ Neighbor Profile 
 

§ Blizzard Photos 
 

§ Columbia Pike Transit  
      Initiative:  
    ñStreetcar-Our Desire?ò 
 

§ Centennial Tree 
       Project 
 
 

Library and Senior Center Take Major Hits           

in Proposed FY 2011 Budget  

The proposed Arlington County budget 
for 2011, issued on February 10, calls 
for across-the-board cuts to most pro-
grams.  It closes the Aurora Hills Sen-
ior Program housed at the Community 
Center with the Library.  There are 6 
senior program locations in the county 
and 2 are being eliminated.  The 
Aurora Hills Senior Program is the only 
location that is close to Metro.  It 

serves 75-100 seniors each of the 3 
days a week it is open (because that is 
all the people it can hold).  The esti-
mated cost saving by closing this pro-
gram is $31,000.  That amounts to 
$310 per senior. By way of compari-
son, the County spends over $21,000 
per child in public school. 
The Aurora Hills Library and other 
branches are to lose one full service 

day a week.  
That takes our 
library service 
down from 49 to 
41 hours a 
week.  At least 
this cut appears 
to be equally 
spread out to 

branches and the Central Library.  On 
Wednesday, March 3 at noon, there 
were 10 neighborhood residents out-
side of the library waiting for it to open 
at 1:00 pm.  Our library is so important 
to the residents that they wait for it to 
open. 
 
Review all the proposed cuts by going 
to:  http://www.arlingtonva.us/
departments/ManagementAndFinance/
budget/page72453.aspx  On the page 
click on:   
ǓBudget Reduction Summary by De-
partment (FY 2010 and FY 2011).  
This will detail all proposed cuts.  Un-
der PRCR you will find item # 24 Sen-
ior Centers and under Libraries you will 
find item #5, Service Hour Reductions. 

SOC Enterprises  
750 South 23rd St.  Arlington, VA  22202 

703-920-9400 Fax: 703-299-3255 
ñBusiness and Rehabilitationò 

We combine both to provide meaningful training and 
work for our communityôs disabled 

SOC for Printing, Mailing, and Fulfillment Services 
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by Cara Tenuta 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ManagementAndFinance/budget/page72453.aspx
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ManagementAndFinance/budget/page72453.aspx
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ManagementAndFinance/budget/page72453.aspx
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What a month itôs been. What a snow 
storm!  Thanks to everyone who 
cleared a hydrant or a storm-drain or 
helped a neighbor out during the snow.  
Who would have thought that the sim-
ple sight of bare asphalt could bring 
such joy! Thanks especially to Mark 
Hutto, who cleared lots of driveways 
and plow piles with his Bobcat, ena-
bling folks to reconnect to the sidewalk 
and road transportation grid. 
 
Weôve got some more work to do this 
month, and weôre going to need every-
oneôs help: the Arlington County Man-
ager has proposed to close the Aurora 
Hills Senior Center to help reduce the 
budget gap.  For those of you not fa-
miliar with the Senior Center, itôs part 
of the Aurora Hills Library building with 
part-time staff to coordinate activities, 
trips, classes and movies for seniors 
throughout the year.  All activities are 
paid for by seniors; every class or ac-
tivity has a signup sheet, and if it gets 
good signup, the class is a go, and if 
not, the class is cancelled.  In this 
manner, the county provides a great 
program at very little cost to the tax-
payer. 

The Senior Center is a great resource 
for our neighborhood and a minimal 
impact to the budget. It shows that a 
well-run program can operate services 
in the communities where we live just 
as cost effectively as the centralized 
services, and in doing so, maintain our 

walkable, 
neighborhood-
centered com-
munity. 
 
Last, we need 
to acknowl-
edge that the 
fates of the 
Senior Center 
and Aurora 
Hills Library 
are inter-
twined.  If the 
Senior Center 

is closed, the 
building utiliza-
tion will fall to 

the point that library closure will be the 
only logical conclusion. 
 
What do you think?  Please consider 
filling out the attached letter of support 
for the Senior Center and the Library 
and send it in.  See you at the AHCA 
meeting on March 10.  Thanks! 

Presidentôs Corner 
by Michael Dowell 

Community Center Proposal to be Presented at March Meeting  
by Miriam Gennari 

What is missing in our neighborhood?  Many will say noth-
ing is missing.  We have shopping, business and parks. 
We have transit, entertainment and activities. We are a 
revenue-generating machine.  We live in one of the most 
convenient and sought-after areas in Arlington, yet slowly 
the county government is chipping away at the one re-
source that every member of our community can enjoy 
regardless of age or affluence, our Aurora Hills Community 
Center.  Not only have further cuts been proposed to the 
library schedule, but our senior program is scheduled for 
closure in the proposed FY 2010 budget. It may seem to 
some that in the current budget crisis, we have no say in 
what will become of the once vibrant center of our zip 
code.  That is only true if we allow it to be.  Discussions 
have begun to offer a plan to the County Board to reclaim 
the heart of our community and expand its services to en-
rich the quality of life for every neighbor, both socially and 
financially.   Please join us as we assemble concerned 
groups and individuals at the March 10 civic association 
meeting and discuss a plan that will not only protect ser-
vices threatened by the newly proposed budget, but ex-

pand the uses of the only facility in our area that is not pri-
vately owned. 
  

We propose a public private partnership, and we will seek 
commercial space to be made available to qualified ap-
proved businesses, organizations and citizens to provide 
workshops, tutoring, and intelligent activities to all inter-
ested members of our community, coupled with a commu-
nity center that can be used to offer a relaxed and comfort-
able indoor space to our families, young adults and sen-
iors.  The current facility, combined with the old fire station, 
is just sitting there waiting for us to put it to good use (we 
already built and paid for it).  Together we can take hold of 
a valuable asset we already have and mold it into some-
thing so much more.  Community members are lining up to 
offer their expertise and funding.  We need everyoneôs 
support as we unite in telling the county board loud and 
clear, ñ 735 18th Street South is the center of our 
neighborhood and we are united in preserving, protecting 
and utilizing it for the good of Arlington County residents.ò 

Here are some numbers for you to 
consider: the Aurora Hills Senior Cen-
ter serves 75-100 seniors three days a 
week.   By closing the Aurora Hills 
Senior Program, the county will savean 
estimated $31,000, which is less than 
2.5% of the overall county Senior Pro-
gram 
budget of 
$1.28M.  
The cost of 
the Senior 
Center to 
the taxpayer 
is less than 
$2.75 per 
senior per 
day.  The 
countyôs 
proposed 
resolution is 
to have seniors 
pay for transporta-
tion to other 
neighborhood 
Senior Centers at a cost of $5 per sen-
ior per day.  The nearest center is the 
Walter Reed Senior Center, located on 
the far side of the Army Navy Country 
Club.  We think the county can trim 
$30,760 from the general Senior Pro-
gram budget without having to close 
any Senior Centers, and hold true to 
the principle of equity for all. 

Keeping sharp with Mah Jong at the Aurora 

Hills Senior Center -Photo by Cara Tenuta 
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Snowmageddon: a Report 
from the óhood  
 
A special thank you to brothers 
Andy and Tommy on 19th Street 
and their very able shovel bri-
gade who used their energy to 
help out-and dig out- many of 
us.  A special shout out to Mark 
Hutto, a craftsman builder who 
has added elegant homes to our 
community, who more than once 
fired up his Bobcat this winter to 
dig out his neighbors from icy 
snow mountains blocking drive-
ways and mailboxes.  There were 
many, many incidents of 
neighbors helping neighbors, 
blocks cooperating on snow re-
moval, and neighbors checking in 
with each other during the heavy 
snowfall and power outages.  
Having helpful neighbors who 
check on each other is another 
reason we enjoy our neighbor-
hood.  
- Cheryl Mendonsa 

He is a World War II veteran.  He 
was a Vice-President in his working 
life and he is a V-P now.  Frank 
Minichello retired as V-P of Wine, 
Liquor & Distillery Workers Union 
Local One at 77 in 1995.  At age 92, 
Frank is a V-P of the Aurora Hills 
Senior Programôs Advisory Council, 
a volunteer at the program, and a 
participant in the program.  Mon-
days, Wednesdays, and Fridays, he 
is at the Community Centerðhaving 

meetings, helping out 
with lunch, and hav-
ing a great time.   
 
Frank is happy and 
single and lives in a 
great condo with a 
gym.  He has been 
working out for 50 
years.  He started 
with the Jack  
LaLanne program.  
While he used to 
work out five days a 
week, he has cut 

back to three days a week because 
it is good to give your body a day to 
recover between 
workouts. He drives, 
shops, cooks, and 
visits his son and his 
grand-dogs in the 
area.  Frank has en-
joyed being part of 
the Aurora Hills  
Senior Program for 
the last five years.  

Everyone knows him and everyone 
likes him. 
 
The Monday, 3-1-10 Aurora Hills 
Advisory Council meeting was dis-
tressing for everyone.  The purpose 
of the meeting was to discuss the 
proposed closing of the Aurora Hills 
Senior Program announced in the 
Arlington County FY 2011 Proposed 
Budget Departmental Budget Reduc-
tions:  http://www.arlingtonva.us/
departments/
ManagementAndFinance/budget/
file74662.pdf  (See page 18 of 23, 
Item 24, under the Department of 
Parks, Recreation & Cultural Re-

sources.) 
After strategies and ac-
tions were discussed, 
Frank expressed his per-
sonal views:  ñThis place is 
my life.  I come here three 
days a week. I volunteer 
here.  This Senior Program 
is what keeps me alive.  
Do they want me to die?ò 

Neighbor Profile:  Frank Minichello of the Aurora Hills Senior Program  
by Cara Tenuta 

 

Do you have a 

neighbor whoôs    

doing something 

cool? Write it up 

and send it in.  

WWW.RARCOINC.COM  

703-856-7206 

 

http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ManagementAndFinance/budget/file74662.pdf
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ManagementAndFinance/budget/file74662.pdf
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ManagementAndFinance/budget/file74662.pdf
http://www.arlingtonva.us/departments/ManagementAndFinance/budget/file74662.pdf
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The Blizzard of 2010  

 
Photo Essay by Our Citizen Photographers  

 

Jeepers Creepers! Whereôd you get those peepers? Karen Tucker 

Behind Hume School overlooking the neighborhood on January 10, 2010 -  Todd Drenth 

Junco in the white junk -  Combs 


