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Our January meeting will feature a 
joint candidates night with the Arling-
ton Ridge Civic Association.  We have 
invited all of the candidates who are 
vying for the County Board seat vacat-
ed by newly-elected state senator Bar-
bara Favola. 
 
The election will be held on Tuesday, 
March 27 and the Democratic and Re-
publican Parties will select their nomi-
nees for the ballot via unassembled 
caucuses in January. The County ex-
pects to have a final list of candidates 

by the first of February. 
 
The Democrats will caucus from 7:00 
to 9:00 p.m. on Thursday, January 19 
at Washington-Lee High School, 1301 
N. Stafford Street, and from 11:00 a.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, January 21 
at Kenmore Middle School, 200 S. 
Carlin Springs Road.  For more infor-
mation, visit http://
www.arlingtondemocrats.org. 
 
The Republicans will hold a Party Can-
vass at the Arlington County Republi-

can Committee, 405 S. 
Glebe Road, on Wednes-
day, January 25 from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m.  For more in-
formation, visit http://
www.arlingtongop.org. 
 
We have invited all of the 
declared candidates.    
Below is a list of their 
names and web sites: 

Democratic Party 
 
Melissa Bondi, http://
www.melissabondi.org 
  
Peter Fallon, http://
www.fallonforcountyboard.org 
  
Libby Garvey, http://
www.libbygarvey.com 
  
Kim Klingler, http://
www.kim4arlington.com 
 
Elmer Lowe  
 
Terron Sims, http://
www.simsforarlington.com 
 
 
Green Party 
 
Audrey Clement, http://
www.audreyclement.org 

If you live in the Aurora Highlands area, you are invited and encouraged to come to our monthly 

meetings where we meet neighbors, discuss topics of interest and share information.   All are welcome 

to attend.  Come and meet your neighbors at the Aurora Hills Community Center at 735 18th Street 

South. Childcare will be provided. 

 

OUR UPCOMING MONTHLY MEETING: 

Wednesday, January 11, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 
AURORA HILLS COMMUNITY CENTER   

Agenda 

6:30  Social    

7:00  Joint AHCA-ARCA Candidates Night 
          
          

Inside This Issue: 

§ Candidates Night 

§ Presidentôs Corner 

§ Distributor Needed 

§ AHCA Newsletter 

Schedule for 2012  

§ Thanks from Pack 164 

§ Classes for Children 

§ Bill Thomas Award 

§ Vote for County Decal 

§Activities and Events 

§Tree Talk 

Candidates Night at January 11 Joint Meeting 

By Nick Giacobbe, AHCA Vice President 
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Happy New Year!  I donôt have 
any interesting history or neigh-
borhood lore to share this month 
so I thought I would be self-
indulgent and tell you a little 
about myself, my style, and my 
hopes for our neighborhood. 
 
I am originally from Savannah 
(something that influences my 
sense of town and community, 
neighborhoods and history).  I am 
45 years-old and I have lived in 
our neighborhood since 1994.  I 
am an engineer, which will influ-
ence my approach to problem 
solving and explain my affinity for 
some fairly nerdy topics.  I have 
an eight-year-old son in the third 
grade at Oakridge.   
 
My first experiences with Arling-
ton County were largely those of 
an ñoutsiderò, a consumer.  I took 
classes offered through Parks 
and Rec in yoga at our communi-
ty center, in ballroom dancing, 
and in the positive health effects 
of laughter.  I built my own home 
here on 17

th
 Street between 1994 

and 1999 so I have spent time 
working with code enforcement 
and zoning.  My Parks and Rec 
experience blossomed with the 
birth of my son.  Letôs just say 
that we have taken too many 
classes and camps to count.  In 
more recent years, I have gotten 

to know Arlington County from the 
ñinside.ò  Much of this was as a 
result of my marriage, at the time, 
to Angie Fox who runs the Crystal 
City BID. 
 
Professionally, I have worked for 
two Federal agencies, been an 
independent consultant, and 
worked for 4 different companies 
on projects all over the United 
States.  I have an energy and 
environmental background. 
 
My style is one of cooperation 
and engagement.  I would like for 
all of our neighbors to have a 
chance to express their opinions 
from the smallest sidewalk crack 
to the biggest global issue that 
faces our entire community.  I 
believe that the best way for us to 
maintain and improve our com-
munity is to work together as 
neighbors and partner with our 
elected officials and county staff 
on bigger issues. 
 
I am very excited to work with the 
members of our executive team 
and our committee members.  I 
have known many of you for a 
number of years and I look for-
ward to getting to know those of 
you I donôt know and those of you 
I do know, better. 
 

Presidentôs Corner 
by Jim Oliver 

AHCA has a fabulous cadre of volunteer 
newsletter carriers who walk the neighbor-
hood each month, tucking 2,000 AHCA news-
letters under welcome mats, in screen door 
handles, or rolled up in iron railing filigree, in 
order to keep neighbors within our Civic Asso-
ciation boundaries informed and connected in 
the community. 

We are currently looking for a dedicated vol-
unteer to pick up the newsletters from the 
printer each month, divide them into bundles 
for the carriers, and then drop them off at the 
homes of the carriers. Typically the bundling 
takes place on the first Friday evening of the 
month and the distribution takes place early 
Saturday morning so that the carriers have 
the weekend to deliver their routes. 

This job is fun and rewarding, and works well 
as a job for a couple or family. If you and your 
family think you have what it takes, and you 
are ready to fulfill a valuable role in our neigh-
borhood (and is also something you can put 
on job resumes and college applications!), 
please send an email to the editor.  

Cory Giacobbe, Newsletter Editor 

AHCA.news@yahoo.com 

Wanted: Volunteer Newsletter 

Distribution Manager 

Thank You From Cub Scout Pack 164 
By Joe Mazel, Assistant Cubmaster 

Cub Scout Pack 164 would like to 
thank all of our neighbors who 
contributed to our most success-
ful Scouting For Food effort ev-
er!  On November 12th, based on 
your generous donations, 34 
Scouts and their parents collected 
684 bags of donated food (105 
bags more than last year and 
which is approximately 3,420 
pounds of food, or 9 large truck-

fulls) for the Arlington Food Assis-
tance Center.  Cub Scout Pack 
164 was part of a district-wide 
campaign, and overall, all of the 
Boy Scouts of America organiza-
tions in Arlington and McLean 
worked together to deliver 60,814 
pounds of food to the Center. 

Newsletter Production   

Schedule for 2012 

The AHCA Newsletter runs on a monthly 
schedule that is designed to get the file to the 
print shop at Linden Resources in time to get 
it printed, bundled and delivered with plenty of 
lead time to inform neighbors about the regu-
larly scheduled Civic Association meetings on 
the second Wednesday evening of each 
month.  The newsletter depends on neighbors 
to write articles about issues that affect the 
neighborhood and that seek to maintain a 
clean, quiet and safe community. The dead-
line for articles, photos, events and ads is the 
last Friday of each month (except July). 
 
The deadlines for 2012 will be: 
January 27        February 24 
March 30           April 27 
May 25              June 29 
August 31          September 28 
October 26        November 30 
December 28 
 
All newsletter copy should be sent by email to 
Cory Giacobbe, Newsletter Editor at 

AHCA.news@yahoo.com 

mailto:AHCA.news@yahoo.com
mailto:AHCA.news@yahoo.com
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Advertise in the AHCA  

Newsletter 
 

Give your business a boost!   

 

Contact Marty King for rates:  

martinch@erols.com    

 

Our sponsors support the  

activities of the                  

Aurora Highlands  

Civic Association 
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Aurora Hills Library Manager Retires 
By Maureen Quinn 

Neil Phelps, our AH library manager, retired at the end of 
2011.  Neil headed our branch from 2000-2004 and again 
from 2009-2011.  All together, Neil worked for the Arlington 
Library system for 33 years, beginning his library career as 
a clerk in the Arlington County detention center before 
there was even a library at the facility.  After his ñjail time,ò 
Neil became a young adult librarian in 1980 and has 
served in every Arlington library except Columbia Pike and 
Shirlington.  Neil says that he looks at our library as his 
extended family and will miss a lot of the people he sees 
almost every day.  Anne Pettit, who is the youth services 
librarian at the Shirlington branch, will be our acting branch 
manager until March.  Many of us remember Anne from 
her time as childrenôs librarian at Aurora Hills a few years 
ago. Anne moved to 
Arlington from New 
York City four years 
ago and has worked at 
Central, Aurora Hills, 
Westover and Shirling-
ton.   We wish Neil all 
the best in his retire-
ment and welcome 
Anne back to Aurora 
Hills. 




